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going to the theatre.’ 

‘That’s not what I mean. There’s a ... I don’t know ... 
a sense of hopelessness about the place.’ 

He was leading her up to the reason they were there, 
trying to get the dialogue flowing easily, renewing her 
trust in him, and not doing too well. 

He turned to St Claire. ‘Harve, do you mind stepping 
outside for a minute?’ The old-timer excused himself and 
left the room. 

‘What I’m about to tell you would normally violate 
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the confidentiality between client and lawyer,’ Vail said, 
‘but since you were his psychiatrist, I can tell you with 
immunity. You’re also bound by confidentiality.’ 

He told her about Aaron’s last words to him after the 
trial. 

‘He wasn’t kidding,’ Vail said as he finished. ‘I think 
his ego had to let me know.’ 

‘Why didn’t you tell me at the time?’ 

‘Why? Hell, it wouldn’t have done a bit of good. Stam- 
pler could have stood on the courthouse steps five 
minutes after the trial and told the world he was sane 
and he killed those three people in cold blood and there’s 
not a damn thing anyone could have done about it. He 
pleaded guilty to three murders and his sentence was 
passed and final. Nothing could have changed that, 
Molly, it’s called double jeopardy.’ 

‘You also told me it was your job to find the holes and 
use them against the law so it would be changed.’ 

‘In a court of law. Don’t you understand, we can’t get 
Raymond Vulpes in court. You and I are both bound by 
the tenets of confidentiality. If I had gone to Judge Shoat 
and told him that I had made a mistake based on Stam- 
pler’s comment, I could have been disbarred - and con¬ 
sidering how Shoat despised me, probably would’ve been. 
So what possible good would have come from telling you 
what Stampler said? There wasn’t a damn thing you could 
do about it, either.’ 

‘So now the time’s come to free him and you want to 
keep him inside because of some remark he made ten 
years ago.’ 

‘It’s a much more complex problem than that.’ 

‘Not my problem, Martin.’ 

‘That’s right, but I need all the help I can get right now. 
Vulpes is going to walk. There’s nothing I can do to stop 
him and Vulpes knows it. Woodward is convinced that 
Stampler and Roy no longer exist. He believes in Ray¬ 
mond Vulpes. And he’s convinced the state board.’ 
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‘It’s uncomfortable to think about. I love medicine as 
much as you love the law. If this is true, I feel, I don’t 
know, as if we both perverted our professions.’ 

‘Not you. You did your job.’ 

‘Not very well, I’m afraid.’ 

‘He faked us both out, Molly. But I wanted to be faked, 
I wanted to believe him because it was the one way to 
beat the case. Ironic, isn’t it? The thing I fear most is 
prosecuting an innocent person, but I have to live with 
the fact that I am responsible for saving a guilty one.’ 

‘Then be practical about it. If there’s nothing that can 
be done, put it behind you. It’s not your business any 
more.’ 

‘It’s my business because he wants it that way.’ 

‘What do you mean, he wants it that way?’ 

Vail asked St Claire to rejoin them. ‘What do you 
remember most about the murder of the bishop?’ Vail 
asked. 

‘Most vividly? The pictures,’ she said. ‘They were 
ghastly.’ 

‘What else? How about the Altar Boys? Do you remem¬ 
ber their names?’ 

‘Afraid not. I remember he killed them.’ 

‘Not all. One got away. His name was Alex Lincoln. 
Do you remember Stampler’s girlfriend?’ 

‘Yes. I met her once. At that shelter ...’ 

‘Saviour House. Her name was Linda Gellerman.’ 

‘She was very frightened. And she was pregnant. She 
was going to have an abortion, as I recall.’ 

‘That’s right. She straightened her life out, married a 
nice guy two years ago, and had a little boy.’ 

She smiled. ‘It’s nice to hear a story with a happy 
ending.’ 

‘Unfortunately, the story doesn’t end there. A few 
months ago somebody walked into her house one morn¬ 
ing and chopped her to bits in front of her child.’ 

‘Oh...’ 
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‘Now somebody has done the same thing to Alex 
Lincoln. Exactly the same MO as the Stampler murders, 
including the genital mutilation and the symbols on the 
back of the head. We know the same person committed 
both murders - one in southern Illinois, the other one 
outside St Louis. But Stampler’s still in the maximum 
security wing and he hasn’t had a letter or a visitor in 
almost ten years.’ 

‘But you think he’s involved in some way?’ 

‘Something like that.’ 

‘How could he be?’ 

‘We don’t know how and we don’t know why. But I’m 
positive he’s directing a copycat killer. We - Harve and I 
- think it may have something to do with transference.’ 

‘Transference? I don’t understand.’ 

‘Isn’t it true that transference sometimes causes the 
patient to have irrational expectations from the people 
they work and live with? That re-experiencing can cause 
problems?’ 

‘It can. There are other reasons. People naturally seek 
approval from their parents or supervisors. Frustration 
of these expectations may evoke rage or other immature 
behaviour patterns.’ 

‘Or worse?’ 

‘Yes.’ 

‘And these tendencies wouldn’t be immediately obvious 
to the psychiatrist, would they?’ 

‘Usually the symptoms of abnormal behaviour are 
what put the patient into treatment in the first place.’ 

‘I didn’t ask you that.’ 

‘What are you suggesting?’ 

‘That perhaps someone you were treating may have 
had mental problems far more severe than - ’ 

Her cheeks began to colour and her tone took on an 
edge. ‘You really don’t think much of my ability, do you, 
Martin?’ 

‘Of course I do!’ 


382 



‘You didn’t even use me as a witness in the trial.’ 

‘You served your purpose, Molly. Hell, if it weren’t for 
you...’ He stopped, realizing where his thought was 
heading. 

‘If it weren’t for me, you wouldn’t be in this fix, is that 
what you were going to say?’ 

‘No, no, no.’ He shook his head. ‘I’m responsible for 
the problem, nobody else.’ 

‘Then stop implying - ’ 

‘I’m not implying anything!’ 

‘You’re implying one of my patients is this killer of 
yours.’ 

‘No, we think it’s possible, that’s all. Do you still have 
the tapes you made with Stampler?’ 

‘Yes, I do.’ 

‘Where are they?’ 

‘Under lock and key.’ 

‘Where?’ 

‘In my office.’ 

‘May we see them?’ 

‘What are you trying to prove?’ 

‘May we see them, please?’ 

She got up and opened the door to her private office. 
The walls were lined with oak book cabinets with glass 
doors. They were filled with reports, files, and near the 
end of one shelf the Stampler tapes, twenty-three of them, 
each in his own black box with the date on the spine. 
There were also several locked file cabinets. 

‘I also keep audiotapes of most of my interviews,’ she 
said with a touch of sarcasm. ‘They’re in the locked files.’ 

‘Do you ever leave them open? You know, during the 
day when you’re getting stuff out of them?’ 

‘The tapes have never been out of this office.’ 

‘Have you ever discussed them with anyone?’ 

‘I’ve discussed the case, in strictly medical terms.’ 

‘No details on, for instance, the Altar Boys?’ 

‘Absolutely not. Never. They’re confidential. And 
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they’re invaluable as a research tool.’ She stopped, her 
brow bunched up in a scowl. ‘You’re questioning me as 
if I were on the witness stand and I resent it!’ 

‘I’m trying to figure out how the copycat killer knew 
about Linda and Alex. The tapes are a very logical possi¬ 
bility. Did you ever mention anything about the motive 
for Rushman’s murder to - ’ 

‘You know I couldn’t do that even if I wanted to. I 
have a responsibility to my patient. You’re asking me to 
violate confidentiality.’ 

‘Don’t play games with me, Molly,’ Vail said, and anger 
was creeping into his tone. ‘This isn’t about shrink- 
patient relationships, it’s about slaughter. Not just murder 
- slaughter! Stampler is a mass murderer. Want a list? 
Shackles. His brother. Mary Lafferty, his old girlfriend. 
Some guy in Richmond, we don’t even know his name, 
for God’s sake. Rushman, Peter Holloway, Bill Jordan. 
Alex Lincoln, and poor little Linda Gellerman trying to 
make sense out of a screwed-up life in some little nowhere 
town. Count ’em up, lady, that’s nine - that we know 
about! Don’t tell me about confidentiality when there are 
two butchers on the loose.’ 

‘How dare you talk to me like that! How dare ...’ 

‘Molly, someone you treated or worked with may be 
a serial killer taking orders from Stampler. Think about 
it - both of them could be your clients. You want to 
protect them by invoking doctor-patient confidentiality?’ 

‘You would, if they were your clients,’ she snapped 
back. 

Vail hesitated for a moment. Suddenly he became calm, 
speaking just above a whisper. ‘Stampler was my client,’ 
he said. ‘I made a mistake. Now I’m trying to rectify it. 
We don’t want details. We want names. We can check 
them out discreetly. We’re not going to hurt or embarrass 
anyone, but we have to stop the killing.’ 

She did not answer. Instead she got up and slunk back 
into the shadows of the room, becoming a fragile sil- 
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houette in the corner. St Claire shifted uneasily in his 
chair, astounded by Vail’s attack on Molly Arrington. He 
needed a chew. The silence in the room was unsettling. 
Then as suddenly as his temper had erupted, Vail became 
quiet. His shoulders sagged and he shook his head. The 
silent stalemate lasted a full five minutes. It was Molly 
who finally spoke. 

‘It’s all supposition, anyway,’ she said feebly. 

‘I would have to disagree, ma’am,’ St Claire said softly, 
finally breaking his silence. ‘I believe in my heart that the 
copycat killer came from here, just like I believe Stam- 
pler’s makin’ a fool of you like he’s makin’ a fool of us. 
I don’t pretend t’understand why, I reckon you’re the 
only one in this room could even make a stab at figgerin’ 
that out. But there ain’t any doubt in m’mind that he’s a 
genuine, full-blown monster. He don’t deserve an ounce 
of pity or sympathy or compassion. And whoever it is - 
doin’ his biddin’? - is just as bad.’ 

‘How would you know?’ she asked from the safety of 
her dark penumbra. ‘I mean, even if I gave you names, 
how would you know if one of them...’ She let the 
sentence trail off. 

‘You’d just have t’trust us on that. Have to be some¬ 
body had access to your tapes. Somebody who may have 
even come here lookin’ for ’em, who looked on Stampler 
as a hero.’ 

‘Somebody who was in a position to kill Linda Balfour 
and Alex Lincoln on the days they were murdered,’ Vail 
said. 

‘And you think Aaron Stampler turned this person into 
a serial killer?’ 

‘Not at all. I think the potential was there, all Stampler 
did was capitalize on it. I think maybe, somehow, trans¬ 
ference played a key role in this.’ 

Molly stepped back out of the shadows and sat down 
on the rocker facing St Claire and Vail. She said, ‘You 
keep bringing up transference.’ 
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‘It’s something Woodward said.’ Vail, who had taken 
notes of the audiotape, took out his notebook and flipped 
through the pages. ‘Here it is. He was talking about the 
downside of transference, how it creates a subconscious 
fear that old injuries and insults will be repeated. He said 
it’s a double-edged sword, that the fear of re-experiencing 
all past injuries can turn the patient against the therapist. 
And then he said, and this is a quote, “Abhorrent 
behaviour patterns can be mirrored only to individuals 
who would normally accept the transference.” ’ 

‘That’s true,’ she said. ‘Nobody can transmit abnormal 
moral standards to another unless the receiver is capable 
of such behaviour to begin with.’ 

‘See, ma’am, what we think happened, and understand 
this here’s a rank amateur talking, what we think is 
that this copycat killer was in therapy and reacted 
adversely to re-experiencing. So that person sought out 
Stampler for assurance, and Stampler was brilliant 
enough to become the killer’s mentor.’ 

‘The killer transferred to Stampler?’ 

‘Yes. And Stampler capitalized on the killer’s insta¬ 
bility,’ said Vail. 

‘We ain’t sure just how the killer contacted Stampler, 
Doctor, we don’t know at this point how that was 
accomplished, but that seems the likely scenario since 
Stampler wasn’t in any position to contact anyone on the 
outside. What I mean, somebody came to him, he didn’t 
go t’them.’ 

‘Why do you think that person was here?’ 

‘ ’Cause of the tapes. The tapes are the one place the 
copycat coulda learned about Rushman and the Altar 
Boys. And about Linda.’ St Claire paused for a minute, 
then said, ‘I just had a thought. S’posin’ this person 
wasn’t a full-time patient - ’ 

‘An outpatient?’ Molly interrupted. 

‘Or maybe an employee. Somebody who was workin’ 
here and who was also bein’ treated for some kinda 
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mental problem. Got into the files, studied Stampler ... 
and then maybe left here - maybe got a job at Daisyland 
for a while .. 

‘And was proselytized by Stampler.’ Vail finished the 
sentence. 

‘It coulda happened. Ain’t much else makes any sense.’ 

‘Is that possible, Molly?’ Vail asked. 

‘Well, there’s certainly no rule that says a patient 
always transfers to a doctor.’ 

‘So what we’re lookin’ for here is someone who is your 
basic psychopath and left here ...’ 

‘Or was on vacation or leave on the days when Balfour 
and Lincoln were killed,’ Vail added. 

‘You mean this person might still be here?’ 

‘No, ma’am. We think - and once again we’re guessin’ 

- that the killer’s in Chicago waitin’ for Stampler-Vulpes 

- to get out.’ 

‘And he gets out today, Molly.’ 

‘We’re also guessin’ he’s got a list of future victims.’ 

‘A list drawn up by Vulpes.’ 

Vail put his briefcase on the couch beside him, opened 
it, and removed a large manila envelope. He took out 
three photographs. He handed her the photo of Linda 
Balfour’s corpse, taken by the police. She looked at it in 
horror and turned her head as she handed it back to him. 

‘Alex Lincoln was a delivery man for UPD. He was 
lured to a house near St Louis and killed. This photograph 
was in a box that Alex Lincoln was delivering. The real 
residents of the house were out of town at the time.’ 

He handed her the Polaroid shot of Balfour. Her eyes 
widened as she realized it had been taken by the killer. 

‘My God.’ 

‘You’re a psychiatrist, Molly,’ said Vail. ‘How do you 
figure this? The same MO as Stampler’s murders. 
Messages in blood on the backs of both heads. References 
to Rushman’s books, which are now in a private library. 
And the last surviving members of the Altar Boys. That 
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information was never brought out in the trial. How did 
the killer even know about them?’ 

‘Thing is, Dr Arrington, we ain’t askin’ to look in no 
files or ask about specifics. What we need to find out is 
if there’s a chance that a patient or an employee here 
coulda got a squint at those tapes, and if so, where we 
can locate that person now. Hell, could be a half-dozen 
or a dozen fits the bill. Our job’d be to narrow it down, 
find out if any of ’em coulda been in Gideon, Illinois, 
and St Louis, Missouri, on the dates those two folks was 
killed. We sure ain’t lookin’ to drag a whole buncha folks 
in and have ’em psychologically evaluated, if that’s what 
you’re worried about.’ 

‘And you think this killer went from here to Dai- 
syland?’ 

‘Possibly,’ said Vail. ‘Maybe not directly from here, 
but ultimately managed to make contact with Stampler 
there.’ 

‘When would this killer have been here?’ 

‘Not sure, ma’am. Could go way back, but the first 
killin’ occurred last October, so my best guess is two, 
three years ago.’ 

‘How many people are on the grounds - staff and 
inmates?’ Vail asked. 

‘Patients, not inmates, please.’ 

‘Sorry.’ 

‘Our patient list is held to three hundred fifty. There’s 
a medical staff of twenty-two and another twenty in 
the kitchen, security, main office. About four hundred 
altogether.’ 

‘Big turnover?’ 

‘On staff? Not really. It’s a pleasant place to work, the 
wages are excellent.’ 

‘Patients?’ 

‘I’m guessing - I would say the average stay would be 
two to three years. We have some long-termers and we 
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have some who are gone in six months. Also about a 
third of them are children, three to twenty-one.’ 

‘Tell you what’d help, ma’am. If we could get us a list 
of the staff and patients for the past three years.’ 

‘We can’t release the names of our patients. This is a 
private hospital, patients are guaranteed anonymity.’ 

‘How about a list of staff and anyone on staff who 
might have been undergoing treatment while they were 
employed here?’ Vail suggested. 

She thought about that for a bit, then excused herself 
and went towards her office. She stopped at the door and 
said, ‘I’m not playing prima donna. These people have 
very fragile egos. They need all the breaks they can get. 
It doesn’t always have a happy ending, sometimes they 
end up back here - or someplace worse. We’re not infal¬ 
lible, you know, it’s not like treating mumps.’ 

She went into the office and closed the door. 

St Claire leaned over and whispered, ‘You realized we 
could be chasin’ the biggest wild-goose in history.’ 

‘Got a better idea?’ Vail whispered back. 

‘Hell, no, it was my idea to begin with.’ 

They could hear her muffled voice as she spoke on the 
phone. Vail lit a cigarette. Ten minutes crept by before 
she came back. She sat down in the rocking chair. 

‘I’m not comfortable with this,’ she said. ‘I talked to 
Lowie - Fred - and our personnel director, Jean 
Frampton, and they agreed to give up the staff records. 
They left it up to me, whether to discuss staffers who 
were also outpatients. That’s what I’m uncomfortable 
about. These people, when they reveal themselves to us, 
that’s the ultimate in trust. To violate that 

‘I understand that, ma’am, and we certainly appreciate 
your feelings. Could I make one suggestion, please? If 
there are staffers who were patients, maybe we could 
discuss ’em in general terms, not necessarily by name, 
unless they become real strong candidates.’ 

‘We’ll see.’ 
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‘Fair ’nuff.’ 

Thirty minutes later they had a computer printout of 
the staff members going back for the past five years. They 
spread the sheet on the coffee table and she began going 
down the list. It was divided into sections: Name, address, 
age, sex, education, qualifications, previous employment. 
There was also a check box marked References and 
another marked Photograph. There were fifty-five names 
on the list. Thirty-eight had been employed the entire 
three years. Six others had been there at least two years, 
four were relative newcomers, and seven had been dis¬ 
missed or had resigned. 

‘Let’s start with them,’ St Claire suggested. 

Molly had a remarkable memory for all the staffers, 
knew their backgrounds and temperaments, how pro¬ 
ficient they were. ‘When you see the same forty people 
every day for years, you get to know them very well,’ she 
explained. They went down the list, checking back¬ 
grounds, discussing each of the people as if he or she was 
a candidate for office. As the afternoon wore on, she 
became increasingly interested in the project, gradually 
cutting down the list, occasionally making a discreet 
phone call to clarify questions that arose. St Claire was 
beginning to question his hunch, although not out loud. 
They finally eliminated all but three prospects, two 
women and a man. 

‘Jan Rider,’ said Molly. ‘She was an inpatient for several 
years, then lived in a halfway house as an outpatient for 
about six months. She was a housekeeper. Borderline 
psychotic. Delusionary, disassociated. Her neighbours 
had her committed when she went into the backyard 
stark naked and prayed to a tree. She believed it was the 
Virgin Mary.’ 

‘Do you know where she is now?’ 

‘The state hospital in Ohio. She was one of our 
failures.’ 

‘Are you sure she’s still there?’ 
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‘Yes.’ 

‘Next.’ 

‘Sidney Tribble. I’ll tell you right off the top, he is from 
St Louis and he went back there after he got his ticket. 
Tribble has a sister there, they’re quite close. He’s got a 
good job making an acceptable salary. No psychological 
recurrences so far.’ 

‘Why was he here?’ 

‘Schizoid, paranoid, dissociative.’ 

‘Why was he committed?’ 

‘Court order. His wife left him and he began to delude. 
Thought she and her new boyfriend were taunting him. 
He stabbed a man in a shopping mall, someone he didn’t 
even know, he just picked up a pair of shears in a hard¬ 
ware department and attacked him.’ 

‘Did he kill him?’ 

She shook her head. ‘The wounds were relatively super¬ 
ficial. The judge ordered confinement and treatment and 
his sister paid to have him committed here instead of the 
state hospital.’ 

‘How long was he here?’ 

‘A year in treatment, a little over two years as an 
employer and an outpatient. He worked here as our elec¬ 
trician. Went back to St Louis about a year ago.’ 

St Claire cast a glance at Vail, then made a note beside 
Tribble’s name: ‘Possible.’ 

‘Okay, who’s next?’ Vail asked. 

‘Rene Hutchinson. She was also on the housekeeping 
staff. Very bright; in fact, she taught a class of ten-year- 
olds and was quite good at it, but she didn’t want the 
responsibility. She worked as a housekeeper, then later 
she assisted in the infirmary. Pretty woman, kind of raw- 
boned. Pioneer stock.’ 

‘How old was she?’ 

‘Late thirties.’ 

‘What was her problem?’ 
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‘She wasn’t my patient,’ Molly said. ‘I would prefer 
you ask Dr Salzman. He treated her.’ 

‘Think he’ll talk to us?’ 

‘We’ll find out,’ she said, and went to the phone. 

Orin Salzman was a small man with a greying Vandyke 
beard and neatly cropped black hair. His shoulders were 
stooped and rounded as if weighted by the burden of his 
patients. He wore a black turtleneck sweater, khaki 
slacks, and a tweed jacket with leather patches on the 
elbows and seemed a bit put out at being interrupted. He 
appeared at Molly’s door, hands stuffed in his pockets, 
staring at them through thick tortoiseshell glasses. Molly 
offered him a drink, which he declined. 

‘What’s this about?’ he asked in a stern tone, leaning 
against the doorjamb. 

Molly introduced Vail and St Claire and explained the 
situation briefly, without going into too many details. 
Salzman was superficially familiar with the Stampler case, 
which helped. 

‘They’re interested in Rene Hutchinson’s case,’ Molly 
said. 

‘You know I can’t divulge my work with Rene,’ he 
said. 

‘Look, Doctor,’ St Claire said, ‘we ain’t lookin’ to cause 
this Hutchinson woman any grief. But we gotta check 
all these people out. If we ask anythin’ that you feel is 
privileged, jest say so, we’ll back off.’ 

‘Hmm,’ he said. He slowly eased himself into the room 
and sat on the opposite end of the couch from Vail. ‘So 
I gather you’re looking for people with psychopathic 
tendencies, that it?’ 

‘Kinda.’ 

He drummed his fingers on the coffee table for a few 
moments, then said, ‘Well, if Molly says okay, I’m willing 
to listen.’ 
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‘What can you tell us - off the top - about her?’ Vail 
asked. 

‘Her father was an army man, sergeant as I recall. She 
was born out west somewhere, lived all over the world. 
Left home when she was fairly young. Went to college 
for two years. University of Colorado. Very bright 
woman with an extremely fragile psyche.’ 

‘Did you ever figure out why?’ 

‘Not really. She had suffered a nervous breakdown 
before she came here, which she concealed from us when 
she applied for the job. It came out after she’d been here 
about two years. She was working the night clean-up 
staff here and going to school in the daytime, got exhaus¬ 
ted and almost had a relapse. Then she was arrested for 
shoplifting.’ 

‘What’d she steal?’ 

‘Something inconsequential, a cheap purse as I remem¬ 
ber. Kleptomania is often a cry for attention.’ 

‘And how long was she here?’ 

‘She worked here about three years. She was in therapy 
for the last six months of her employment, mainly to 
mend a damaged ego and shaky self-image and build 
back her strength.’ 

‘What’s her background?’ 

‘Well, she wasn’t particularly anxious to discuss her 
past.’ 

‘Isn’t that why she came to you?’ 

‘She came to me because she had to. The judge ordered 
her to get psychiatric help.’ 

‘For how long?’ 

‘Six months.’ 

‘Did she resent these sessions with you?’ 

‘No. She was in pain, and believe me, mental disorders 
are as painful as your pain would be if you broke a leg. 
It’s not the kind of pain you can take an aspirin for or 
rub away, and you can’t take antibiotics to cure it, but 
the hurt is very real to those who are suffering.’ 
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‘How did she deal with her past?’ 

‘She didn’t. I never did really connect with her. The re¬ 
experiencing process is the most painful of all. It requires 
the individual to deal with their darkest side, examine 
motives and actions they’d rather forget.’ 

‘And Rene resisted it?’ 

‘Wasn’t really interested. I strongly suspect she was 
sexually abused by her father although she never admit¬ 
ted that. She did tell me once that her father was physi¬ 
cally and mentally abusive, but that was as far as she 
took it.’ 

‘So she was uncooperative?’ 

‘No, she was friendly and talkative, she just didn’t 
want to deal with the past, and six months wasn’t enough 
time to earn her trust.’ 

‘You liked her, then?’ 

‘I didn’t dislike her. She was a patient I saw for three 
hours a week. We never got beyond her shielding, which 
is not uncommon at all.’ 

‘Did you ever consider her dangerous?’ 

‘No - well, to herself, perhaps, when she first came to 
me. She was verging on manic-depression, there’s always 
a danger of suicide in depression cases. But I never con¬ 
sidered her capable of purposely hurting someone else.’ 

‘So you feel she was cured?’ 

‘Let’s just say we stopped the problem before it got too 
bad. She was never an inpatient, she just met with me for 
three hours a week and I had her on some antidepressant 
medication.’ 

‘Worked at night, you say?’ asked Vail. 

He nodded. ‘Five nights a week for four hours and 
eight hours on the weekends. She was the night house¬ 
keeping staff, cleaned the offices and meeting rooms.’ 

‘So she would have had access to keys to the offices, 
for clean-up purposes?’ said Vail. 

‘Uh-huh...’ 
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‘You say she was goin’ t’school. Remember what she 
was studyin’?’ 

‘Data processing. The wave of the future, she called 
it.’ 

‘Where was that, here in Winthrop?’ Vail asked. 

Salzman chuckled. ‘Obviously you’ve never seen Win¬ 
throp. It’s about the size of your hand. She commuted to 
Shelbyville, about fifteen miles up the Indy highway. 
Drove an old Pontiac Firebird.’ 

‘Do you know where she went when she left here?’ 

‘Sorry. We lost track of her after she left. You might 
check with Jean in Personnel on the off-chance somebody 
asked for a reference.’ Molly excused herself and went 
into her office. They could hear her talking to someone 
on the phone. 

‘One more thing,’ said St Claire to Salzman. ‘Did ya 
ever get any indication that Rene Hutchinson might have 
been psychotic, or have psychotic tendencies?’ 

‘No, but that doesn’t mean she wasn’t. Psychopaths 
are consummate liars, among other things. She was aloof 
and could be very guarded at times. And she had mood 
swings, but then, who doesn’t.’ 

‘Anything else you can think of?’ 

‘Well, no, not really. She was excellent with young 
people, particularly in the eight-to-fifteen age range. They 
seemed to relate to her, if that means anything.’ 

‘Did she ever mention Aaron Stampler or a fella named 
Vulpes? Raymond Vulpes?’ St Claire asked. 

‘Not that I recall.’ 

Vail gave Salzman his card. ‘If you think of anything 
else, would you give me a call?’ he asked. 

Salzman lifted his glasses, propping them on his fore¬ 
head as he studied the card. ‘DA, huh? What’s your 
interest in Stampler?’ 

‘I defended him,’ said Vail. ‘Before I became a pros¬ 
ecutor.’ * 


395 



‘Huh,’ said the psychiatrist, lowering his glasses. 
‘That’s kind of a sticky wicket, isn’t it?’ 

‘I think you could say that,’ said Vail with a smile. 

‘Well, tell Molly I’ll see her later. Will you two be 
around for a while?’ 

‘No, we’ll be leaving shortly. Thanks for your help.’ 

‘Not much help. I’m afraid, but it was nice to see you,’ 
Salzman said, and left the office. 

When Molly came back, she said, ‘I have a little infor¬ 
mation for you. Jean says she got a request for a recom¬ 
mendation for Rene about two months after she left. It 
was from City General Hospital in Terre Haute, I just 
talked to the personnel director there. He says she worked 
there for four months, left around the first of the year. 
They’ve had no further contact with her.’ 

‘So she was there at the time of the Balfour kill,’ said 
St Claire. 

‘And it was just a nervous breakdown, she didn’t show 
signs of any other mental problems?’ Vail said. 

‘Maybe,’ said St Claire, ‘she was an adroit liar, as Dr 
Lowenstein would say.’ 

‘You really think she was psychotic?’ Molly asked. 

‘I’m askin’ you, ma’am,’ St Claire said, and smiled. 

Molly lit another cigarette, considered his question 
carefully before she answered. ‘If she was, Orin didn’t 
detect it,’ she said finally. 

‘Where did she come from before she worked here?’ 
Vail asked. 

‘Accordin’ to her record on this sheet, she came here 
from Regional General Hospital in Dayton, Ohio. Gen¬ 
eral housekeeping,’ St Claire answered, checking the com¬ 
puter printout. ‘You also got a picture of hei; if that’s 
what this here checkmark means.’ 

‘I’ll have Jean pull it,’ Molly said. 

‘May I show you something?’ St Claire said. He led 
them into her office. ‘Got a couple of hair pins?’ he asked 
Molly. 
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She laughed. ‘Afraid I don’t use them.’ 

‘How about paperclips. I need two.’ 

He took the two paperclips she gave him and straight¬ 
ened them out, then inserted them into the bookcase 
lock. Working with both hands, he moved the two wires 
around until he felt the tumblers in the lock. He twisted 
both clips and the door clicked open. It took about thirty 
seconds. He reached in, took out one of the tape boxes, 
and removed the tape, then put the empty box back. He 
turned to Molly and handed her the tape. ‘When’s the 
last time ya looked at one of these, Doctor?’ 

‘I have no idea,’ Molly answered. ‘I haven’t looked at 
them since I got my ticket. Four years, maybe longer.’ 

‘She was workin’ at night, had a key to the office, came 
in, popped the lock, took a tape, maybe two or three, 
returned them the next night. Nothin’ to it. You never 
woulda known the dif, ’less a’course you happened to 
check the particular box she borrowed. That’s if it was 
Hutchinson, a’course.’ 

‘You think she knew how to pick a lock?’ 

‘No big secret, ma’am. I mean, it ain’t some inside cop 
thing. I read it in one of those books, y’know the kind? 
101 Things You Always Wanted to Know How to Do 
But Nobody’d Tell You kinda books? Point is, she coulda 
got into the tapes, she was missin’ for two months before 
she applied for work in Terre Haute, and she had mental 
problems. Nobody else here fits the bill except Tribble.’ 

They returned to the sitting room. The personnel direc¬ 
tor had sent 3x5 colour mug shots of Rene Hutchinson 
and Tribble to the office. Molly handed them to Vail and 
then turned over the photograph of Linda Balfour’s body, 
which was lying facedown on the table. She stared down 

‘You think a woman is capable of this?’ she asked. 

‘Ma’am,’ said St Claire, ‘I think a woman can do any¬ 
thing a man can do but sire a child - and I ain’t even too 
sure ’bort that any more.’ 
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Thirty-Two 


Angelica Stoddard was short and resembled her mother. 
She had a trim, tight body, good posture, and blue eyes 
so pale she almost looked blind - a striking young woman 
in an extra-large sweater that hung down halfway to the 
knees of her bleached-out jeans. She wore jogging shoes 
with white sweat socks that sagged over the tops and a 
black felt hat over ash-blonde hair. The hat was pulled 
down almost to her ears. She looked sombre and walked 
quickly with her head down. Venable fell in beside her. 
Angelica paid no attention at first but finally turned and 
looked up at Venable. 

‘Hi,’ said Venable, ‘I’m Jane Venable. I’m your mother’s 
lawyer. Can we go somewhere and talk for a few 
minutes?’ 

‘Not here,’ the young woman answered in a whisper, 
looking around furtively. 

‘Anywhere you say.’ 

‘Anywhere but here,’ Angelica said. 

Venable had her car drive them to a coffee shop off 
campus. They found a table in the back of the small 
cafe. Angelica ordered cappuccino and Venable had black 
coffee. 

‘Why did you come to the school?’ Angelica Stoddard 
said. ‘Why didn’t you call first?’ 

‘I tried, but I couldn’t get through.’ 

Angelica’s shoulders sagged. ‘Oh, yeah, it’s a hall 
phone,’ she said, shaking her head. ‘It’s always busy. I’m 
sorry I said that, but I... I’m so embarrassed by all this. 
I know it’s wrong, but I can’t help it.’ 

‘It’s okay, Angelica. It’s absolutely understandable, you 
don’t have to apologize to me.’ r 
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‘What do you want?’ 

‘I need your help.’ 

‘To do what?’ 

‘I want you to come with me to see your mother.’ 

The young woman looked shocked. ‘I can’t do that,’ 
she said urgently, but still speaking almost in a whisper. 
‘She absolutely forbids me to—’ 

‘Angelica, she must put up a fight.’ 

‘You don’t know my mother. Once she makes up her 
mind...’ 

‘Look, for God’s sake, she’s not deciding what kind of 
car to buy, her life is on the line here.’ 

‘What can I do?’ 

‘Tell her to defend herself.’ 

‘She won’t listen to me, and she won’t change her mind. 
I know her, Ms Venable. I talked to her. They let her call 
me. She kept saying, “This is the only way.” ’ 

‘You’ve got to go with me to see her and back me up.’ 

‘She’d kill me!’ Angelica said, then quickly added, 
‘Figuratively speaking, I mean.’ 

‘Angelica ... do they call you Angel?’ The young stu¬ 
dent nodded. ‘Angel, you tell her you and your dad need 
her. She can’t just stand by and get maxed out by the 
state. If she’ll put up a fight we can win this case. Do you 
want her to spend the next twenty years in state prison?’ 

‘No! Oh no. Oh God, what’s happening to us?’ 
Angelica shook her head and started to cry. 

‘Trust me,’ Venable said. ‘Just do exactly what I tell 
you to do and trust me.’ 

Vail had secured wiretapping permits for the pay phone 
in the hall outside Vulpes’s door and in his room. The 
two electronics experts in the investigative department 
had set up a listening and watching post in an empty loft 
across the street from the halfway house. One of them, 
Bob Morris, had graduated from electronics school and 
had attended the FBI academy. His partner, Reggie Solo- 
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mon, was a classic nerd, who was interested only in 
the mysteries of electronic surveillance. A second team 
comprised of Randy Dobson, a young, lean detective who 
wore baggy khakis and an Atlanta Braves T-shirt under 
a leather jacket, and Kirby Grosso, a tallish, raw-boned 
woman wearing a jogging outfit - the two best shadows 
on the DA’s investigative staff - was on standby in a car 
a block away. Grosso had a Hi 8 videocamera secreted in 
her athletic bag so she could videotape Vulpes without 
being detected. 

They watched Terry bring Vulpes to the halfway house 
and help him carry his belongings to the second-floor 
room. Vulpes had a large old-fashioned leather suitcase, 
a stereo, TV, and VCR, his tool chest and two large 
cardboard boxes of books and tapes. They listened on 
the monitor when Vulpes entered his room, and Morris, 
using a 500mm telephoto lens, videotaped him through 
the open window of the room. They heard the supervisor 
running down the rules and regulations, the most import¬ 
ant of which was a 10 p.m. curfew that was strictly 
enforced. The supervisor, whose name was David 
Schmidt, had a pleasant, reassuring voice. 

‘You’ll do just fine, Raymond,’ he said as he left the 
room. 

‘Thanks,’ Vulpes answered. A few moments later he 
appeared at the window of his room. He leaned on the 
sill and looked up and down the street. He closed his 
eyes and took a deep breath of fresh air. 

Actually, Vulpes was studying the terrain. He was cer¬ 
tain the phone and his room were bugged, just as he was 
certain that he was being observed from somewhere in 
the old building across the street. Excellent. Vail had 
taken the bait. 

Then he closed the window, pulled down the shade, 
and turned on his CD player. In the loft across the street, 
the sounds of a Judas Priest album roared into Solomon’s 
earphones and he pulled them off. r 
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‘Well, shit,’ Morris said. ‘There goes our sound and 
picture.’ He snatched up his portable phone and punched 
out the number of the chase car. 

Grosso answered. ‘Yeeees?’ she said pleasantly. 

‘This is Bird Watch. Got Fox in his den, shades drawn, 
music drowning out our sound. Suggest you cover the 
back door.’ 

‘Way ahead of you. Bird Watch. Got it in view.’ 

‘See ya.’ 

‘Over and out.’ 

Morris and Solomon settled back to watch and wait. 

‘You sure he can’t see in here?’ Solomon said. 

‘Not with his shades drawn.’ 

‘How about when the shades are up?’ 

‘Not unless he’s Superman.’ 

‘What are we on this guy about, anyway?’ 

‘I dunno,’ said Morris. ‘All I know, Stenner said he’s 
dangerous, whatever the hell that means.’ 

Vulpes stood in the middle of his room and surveyed his 
surroundings. It was large enough to include a bed, 
dresser, night table, and lamp. On the opposite side of 
the room was a small loveseat covered with a blanket 
and an easy chair with a battered coffee table between 
them. Against the wall was a table large enough to hold 
his TV. He lifted the blanket on the loveseat. Grey duct 
tape held a large rip together. 

What the hell, he thought, it’s just for the night. He 
kept the volume on his CD player as loud as he felt was 
safe. He moved the small night table to the wall beside 
the door. He unpacked his minicomputer, set it up on the 
table, and plugged it in. He went into the hall with a 
small tape recorder, lifted the receiver off the phone, and 
taped the sound as he dropped a quarter into the slot. 
When he got a dial tone, he dialled the Time of Day and 
then hung up. He went back to his room. The halfway 
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house was almost empty, everyone was at work at that 
time of day. He looked at his watch. 

Ten minutes. He had ten minutes. He had to take the 
chance. 

He went back to the hall, unscrewed the cover of 
the phone, found the external line into the phone, and 
unplugged it. If the phone was tapped they wouldn’t even 
know it was momentarily out of service. He worked 
quickly. He detached four coloured wires leading to the 
small magnet in the phone and attached one wire to 
the ‘in’ screws of the radio component he had made at 
Daisyland then the others to the ‘out’ side. The compo¬ 
nent successfully acted as a conduit between the external 
line and the line of the phone. He plugged the external line 
back in and quickly slipped the cover back and screwed 
it into place. He stepped back into his room and closed 
the door. 

It had taken seven minutes. 

He opened his suitcase and removed a city map from 
a pocket in the top of the bag and spread it out on the 
bed. There were four crosses marked in red on the map. 
He smiled and refolded the map and put it back in its 
pocket. 

He was ready. 

Stoddard looked grey, her mouth slack and her eyes swol¬ 
len from lack of sleep. Her grey-black hair was straggly 
and had not been combed for several days. The female 
guard, a slender black woman with her hair pulled back 
and held by a barrette, led her out of the cell and towards 
the visitor’s room. 

‘Listen, I heard you talking to your daughter on the 
phone,’ the guard said. ‘Sorry about that, I was standing 
there and couldn’t help overhearing you. I heard you tell 
her not to come, but she’s here.’ 

‘What!’ 

‘Ma’am, I got a daughter and a son and if I was in 
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your shoes, they’d come whether I liked it or not. Stop 
here a minute.’ 

They stopped at the check-in desk while the guard 
unlocked a drawer and removed her bag. 

‘I got some powder and lipstick and a comb in here 
and a little mirror,’ she said. ‘Why don’t you do a little 
repair job on your face. Make both of you feel good.’ 

‘I don’t want her to be here.’ 

‘Well, she is, honey, so give her a break.’ The guard 
handed her a small compact, a mirror, and a comb. Edith 
took them haltingly, stared in the tiny mirror, and shud¬ 
dered. She started to dab her face with powder. 

‘Here,’ the guard said, taking the compact, ‘let me do 
that.’ She started working on Stoddard’s face. 

‘What’s your name?’ Stoddard asked. 

‘Cheryl Williams,’ the guard answered. ‘Used to work 
in a beauty parlour before I decided to become a cop.’ 

She powdered the pallor away, put a thin line of lipstick 
on Stoddard’s lips, and combed her straggly hair back, 
then took off her own barrette and, pulling Stoddard’s 
hair tight, slipped it on. She stepped back and admired 
her work. 

‘There,’ she said. ‘You put a smile on and she’ll leave 
here a lot happier than when she came.’ She held the 
mirror up so Stoddard could check herself out. Stoddard 
smiled for the first time in days. 

‘Thank you,’ she said. 

‘Sure. Tell her the food’s good. They seem to worry a 
lot about that.’ 

When Edith Stoddard entered the small visitor’s cell 
and saw Venable and Angelica, she stopped cold, her 
shackled arms dropping stiffly in front of her and her eyes 
blazing with fury. 

‘I told you, I didn’t want her ...’ she started, but she 
didn’t finish the sentence. Angelica, overwhelmed at the 
sight of her mother in the drab prison clothes and hand¬ 
cuffs, rushed to her and wrapped her arms around her. 
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‘Oh, Mama!’ she sobbed. ‘I love you. Please listen to 
Ms Venable. We need you, Mama. I need you.’ She clung 
to Edith Stoddard, her shoulders shaking as tears sud¬ 
denly flooded her face. 

Stoddard looked at Jane Venable, her face clouded with 
anger, but finally her eyes closed and her lips trembled 
and tears crept from her closed eyes. 

‘Oh, Angel,’ she said in a shaky voice. ‘I love you so 
much.’ 

‘Then please, please listen to Ms Venable. Please do as 
she says. Please trust her.’ 

Stoddard pushed her daughter away and fixed a hard 
stare at her. 

‘Now, Angie, you listen to me. I know what I’m doing. 
You trust me.' 

‘I want you to come home,’ the young woman sobbed. 

‘Well, that’s not going to happen, dear. You must adjust 
to that. You’re going to have to spend a little more time 
with Dad and keep his spirits up.’ 

Angelica suddenly pulled back from her. ‘And who 
keeps my spirits up, Mom? You just sit here and do 
nothing. You let them write about you in the papers and 
everybody at school says you must be guilty because—’ 

‘I am guilty, Angie. Get it through that thick little head 
of yours. Let me handle this.’ 

‘Fine,’ her daughter spat at her. ‘Handle it, then. And 
the hell with the rest of us.’ She whirled around and 
banged on the door. The guard opened it and she left the 
room. 

Edith Stoddard sank into a chair. ‘Why did you do 
that? What possible reason could you have for doing that 
to both of us?’ she asked Venable. 

‘Edith, look at me.’ 

The older woman slowly raised her eyes, eyes filled 
with anger. 

‘I found the room, Edith.’ f 
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Stoddard said nothing. The expression in her eyes 
changed from anger to fear. 

‘I found the room in the closet, you know the room 
I’m talking about.’ 

Stoddard said nothing. 

‘How long did Delaney keep you in this kind of 
bondage?’ 

‘It wasn’t like that.’ 

‘Oh, come on! I saw the handcuffs, the leather straps, 
the whips, the corsets, the garter bells. How long were 
you in sexual bondage to Delaney?’ 

Stoddard turned away from Venable. 

‘Do they have to know?’ 

‘Who? Vail? Parver? The police? It’s significant evi¬ 
dence in a murder investigation, I can be disbarred if I 
don’t report it. And even if I didn’t tell them, somebody’s 
going to tumble across that closet just like 1 did, car¬ 
penters or painters redoing the room. How did this start, 
Edith? Did he make you do these things in order to keep 
your job?’ 

‘They don’t have to know,’ she said, turning to Venable 
and pleading. ‘They don’t have to know you found out.’ 

‘What about the gun?’ 

‘The gun? Oh yes, the gun ...’ 

‘Would you like me to throw it in the lake? Hell, Edith, 
I’m your lawyer, not your accomplice.’ 

Stoddard slumped in her chair. ‘Why didn’t you mind 
your own business?’ 

‘This is my business. What do you fear, Edith? Are you 
worried about what your husband and daughter will 
think? You were a bonded slave, for God’s sake. You 
think I can’t make hay out of that? We can beat this rap, 
Edith.’ 

‘Never!’ Edith Stoddard glared at her angrily. Venable 
stared back at her just as hard. 

‘If you think I’m going to let the state put you away 
for twenty years to life, you’re out of your mind. I have 
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a responsibility to you and the court.’ She sat down facing 
Stoddard and reached for her cuffed hands, but Stoddard 
pulled them away. ‘Edith, listen to me. Even if we don’t 
go all the way to trial. I’ll be able to bargain very strongly 
in your favour with this information. Martin Vail is a 
very smart lawyer. He’ll see the possibilities, too. But I 
must tell them, do you understand that?’ 

‘Not if I fire you.’ 

‘Even if you fired me. I’d have to give up this 
knowledge.’ 

‘So the whole world will know...’ 

‘The police and the district attorney will know. And, 
yes, it will make the press - there will be a police report. 
So what do you have to lose? Let me fight the good fight, 
Edith. I don’t want you to go to jail at all.’ 

Stoddard stared at her for several long moments, then 
said, ‘You don’t understand. At first it was humiliating, 
but then 

‘Yes?’ 

‘But then I began to look forward to it. I wasn’t a 
slave. I began to look forward to the times I’d go over 
there and he’d come out of that closet in that garter belt 
and hand me the handcuffs and I would hook his hands 
over his head to the headboard and do whatever I wanted 
to him.’ 

‘You don’t have to tell me this, Edith—’ 

‘I want to tell you,’ Stoddard said, cutting her off. 
‘Don’t you understand, I haven’t had sex with my hus¬ 
band for more than ten years. Ten years! There were no 
other men, I didn’t cheat on him. I... I just 
considered ... it... part of my job. One of my duties. 
And when it was over, I whipped him. I whipped him. 
“You bad boy,” I’d say, and I’d take the whip and he 
would bend over and I would give him several hard lashes 
across his backside. It was like getting even for all the 
humiliation. You understand what I’m saying, Ms Ven- 
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able? I enjoyed it. What do you think the prosecutors are 
going to think about that?’ 

‘The prosecutor will never know,’ Venable said 
emphatically. ‘You don’t have to tell them anything. We 
will bargain this out. You will never testify.’ 

Edith Stoddard stood slowly and walked to the door 
and tapped on it. Officer Williams opened it. As she left, 
Stoddard turned to Jane and said, ‘You betrayed me, Ms 
Venable.’ 

Rudi Hines had manipulated the clean-up schedule so as 
to arrive at the billing office in City Hospital at five 
minutes to three. The billing office worked from six- 
thirty to two-thirty on weekends and usually everyone 
was out of there before three o’clock. Nobody ever 
worked overtime. But on this day the manager of the 
department, Herman Laverne, was still in the office on 
the phone. Hines immediately panicked but decided to 
go ahead with the usual procedure. 

God, get out of here before three. 

Laverne looked up as Hines shuffled in. Hines, wearing 
coveralls, was slightly built with short red hair under a 
Red Sox cap turned backwards. The bucket was on 
wheels and Hines directed it into the office with the mop. 
It rattled past Laverne, who cupped his hand over the 
mouthpiece of the phone. 

‘I’ll be outta here in a minute,’ he said. 

Hines nodded, went to the back of the room, and 
began mopping the floor, all the while watching the screen 
of one of the three computers in the back of the room. 
That particular computer had a modem and was left on 
all night to receive bills, order confirmations, or messages. 
The clock on the wall crept closer to three o’clock and 
Laverne was still yapping on the phone. 

At exactly three o’clock, Vulpes typed FONCOM into 
his mini-computer and immediately got the dial tone of 


407 



the hall phone. He held the tape recorder up to the small 
mike built into the machine and pressed play. The sound 
of a quarter dropping into the phone slot played into the 
mike and from there to the phone. In an instant he had 
a dial tone. He dialled 555-7478. It rang once and then 
the word CONNECT flashed on the screen. He typed 
DIRCOM into his machine and the screen went blank. 

Across the street Morris heard the phone operate, heard 
the coin drop, and then heard the dial tone. 

‘He’s on the horn again,’ Morris said. He turned on 
the monitor. Solomon put the paperback novel he was 
reading aside. They listened to Vulpes dial. The phone 
rang once and as soon as it was answered, there was a 
hum on the line. 

‘What the hell’s that?’ Solomon said. 

‘Sounds like he got a bad connection.’ 

‘Can’t you do something with all that stuff you got, 
you know, get it on another frequency or something?’ 

‘What do you mean, another frequency? We got a 
bug in the damn phone. He dialled wrong or got a bad 
connection.’ 

In his room, Vulpes began talking to the computer on 
the other end of the line as soon his screen went blank. 

At City Hospital, Laverne was about to leave the billing 
office when he heard the computer beep. 

‘What’s that?’ he said, half aloud, and walked back to 
the computer. Rudi Hines stood back against the wall, 
eyes staring at the screen, terrified, squeezing the mop 
handle with both hands. 

HYDRA, FOX IS FREE. The message appeared on the 
screen. 

‘What the hell is that?’ Laverne said. ‘Hydra? Fox? 
Some hackers must be screwing around.’ 

HYDRA? 

‘This is ridiculous.’ Laverne snapped. 
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HYDRA? 

Laverne leaned over the keyboard and typed: WHO 
THE HELL IS HYDRA? AND WHO ARE YOU? 

In his room, Vulpes immediately typed DISCON and 
the program returned to READY. He sat and stared at the 
computer for several seconds. Someone must have come 
in and seen the computer screen. Vulpes would not try 
again. Everything was ready. If Hydra was there, the 
message was clear. Vulpes was free. That was the only 
reason for the call. 

Across the street in the loft, Solomon was getting 
nervous. 

‘Why isn’t he hanging up?’ 

‘Maybe he’s stupid,’ Morris said. 

‘What’s he doing, sitting over there listening to a dead 
line?’ 

‘I don’t know what the hell he’s - ’ 

The line suddenly went dead. 

‘There. Stupid schmuck finally figured it out,’ Solomon 
said. He picked up his paperback and started reading 
again. 

In his room, Vulpes unplugged the minicomputer, put 
it back in the toolbox, and returned the night table to its 
place. He looked at his watch. 

Three-ten. Time to go. 

And at the hospital Laverne muttered. ‘Just some crazy 
kid hackers,’ as he headed out the door. And to Hines: 
‘Be sure the door locks behind you when you finish up.’ 

Hines nodded and watched Laverne go. Hines sighed 
with relief. It was all right, Laverne was annoyed but not 
concerned by the message from Fox. Fox was free, that 
was all that mattered. The dock on the wall said 3:20. 

Only six more hours. 

Ten minutes later Vulpes left the halfway house. Morris 
dialled Grosso. 

‘Present,’ she said. 
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‘Fox is out of the den. Heading towards the Loop.’ 

‘Keep me on the line,’ she said. Morris watched the 
corner. The grey Mustang drifted into sight, turned, and 
drove past the listening post. A block away Vulpes 
climbed the stairs to the elevated train stop. 

‘He’s taking the el,’ Grosso said a moment later on the 
phone. ‘We’re on foot. Call traffic and tell ’em not to 
bust our car. We’ll contact Icicle as soon as he lights 
somewhere.’ 

‘Rodge. Over and out,’ Morris answered. 

Grosso and Dobson followed Vulpes to a three-storey 
open-atrium mall in the downtown section. Vulpes 
seemed to be in no hurry. Grosso stayed half a city block 
behind Vulpes while Dobson tracked him from the 
opposite side of the atrium. Occasionally Grosso would 
enter a store and snoop around while Dobson kept Vulpes 
in view. Dobson stopped occasionally and window-shop¬ 
ped, watching Vulpes in the reflection of the store 
window. When Grosso was back on track, Dobson would 
enter a store. They both wore beepers and each had 
dialled in the other’s number. If either of them lost Vulpes 
or got in trouble, they would simply push the send button 
and immediately beep the other. They were a good team: 
cautious, savvy, alert. 

Vulpes strolled the first floor of the mall, engrossed in 
window-shopping, occasionally stopping and watching 
the shoppers. The mall was crowded. Winter sales. Vulpes 
went to the second floor of the mall, entered an ice cream 
store, and came out with a hot fudge sundae piled with 
whipped cream and sprinkles. He sat on a bench and ate 
it slowly, savouring every bite. He went to a record store 
and bought two CDs, then went to a men’s clothing 
store, where he bought a black turtleneck sweater. He 
rented a copy of Sleepless in Seattle from the video rental 
store, then went to a one-dollar movie theatre in the mall 
and bought a ticket for Schindler’s List. He got a hot 
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dog and a Coke at one of the food counters that sur¬ 
rounded the entrance to the theatre and sat at a small 
table eating. Dobson and Grosso rendezvoused out of his 
line of sight. 

‘Shit, I saw that picture,’ Dobson complained. ‘It’s 
three hours long!’ 

‘Well, you’re about to see it again,’ Grosso answered. 
‘And don’t talk about the movie while it’s on. I hate 
people who tell me what’s going to happen.’ 

When Vulpes finished eating, he checked his watch and 
went into the theatre. 

‘I’ll get the tickets, you get the popcorn,’ Grosso said. 

‘I’m getting the short end of the deal,’ Dobson com¬ 
plained. 

‘For a change,’ Grosso answered, and headed for the 
ticket window. 

Stenner was waiting at the county airport when Vail and 
St Claire landed from their trip to the Justine Clinic. 

‘I brought Jane with me,’ Stenner said, adding, almost 
as an apology, ‘Didn’t want to leave her by herself.’ 

‘How about the house guard?’ Vail asked. 

Stenner looked at his watch. ‘Just coming on now.’ 

He opened the back door of the car and Jane peered 
out. Vail smiled when he saw her. The tension that had 
ridged his face with hard lines seemed to ease a bit. 

‘You okay?’ he asked, climbing in beside her. 

‘Of course. Hey, Mr DA, I wanted to come, okay?’ 

‘I’m a little stressed out. Sorry,’ he said. ‘Let’s swing 
by the office on the way home, Abel.’ 

She wrapped both arms around one of his arms. ‘You 
can relax. Your bad boy is sitting in the movies as we 
speak.’ 

‘The movies?’ 

‘Our two best tails are baby-sitting through Schindler’s 
List,’ Stenner said, driving away from the airport. ‘If he 
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stays for the whole show, they’ll be getting out about 
now.’ 

‘And he has to be in by ten,’ said Venable. ‘That’s a 
little over an hour from now.’ 

‘What did he do before the movie?’ 

‘Went shopping, rented a movie, ate some ice cream.’ 

‘Him and his damn ice cream,’ said Vail. ‘How about 
phone calls?’ 

‘Morris says nothing significant.’ 

‘Get him on the phone,’ Vail said. 

‘Y’know, if he is tied in with our copycat, the old Fox 
could be bidin’ his time,’ St Claire said, tapping out the 
number on the car phone. ‘Makes us wait until we get a 
little lax, then hit.’ 

‘That’s why we’re not going to get lax, Harve,’ Vail 
said. 

‘Here’s Morris,’ St Claire answered, stretching the cord 
and handing the phone back to Vail. 

‘This is Martin Vail, Bobby. Who did Vulpes call?’ 

‘Only made two calls, Mr Vail. He called and got the 
time and then he made a call and got a bad connection. 
That’s it. Then he left.’ 

‘Thanks,’ Vail said with disgust, cradling the receiver. 
‘He only made two calls and one of them was a bad 
connection.’ 

‘We drew a bad connection at Daisyland, too,’ said 
Stenner. ‘They have an enormous cleaning staff and a 
fairly regular turnover. Over eight hundred patients. 
Delivery people, visiting firemen, a constant flow of traf¬ 
fic. Trying to go back two years?’ He shook his head. 
‘Impossible.’ 

‘So the only leads we got left are Hutchinson and 
Tribble. Both of ’em as long as a shot gets,’ St Claire 
grumbled. 

‘Flaherty ran both of them through the state payroll 
computer after you called,’ said Stenner. ‘There’s no 
record either of them ever worked at Daisyland. St Louis 
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isn’t doing any better. Flaherty talked to his pal. Sergeant 
Nicholson, this afternoon. They haven’t got the first clue. 
Not a fingerprint, no blood samples, nobody saw any¬ 
thing, nobody heard anything.’ 

‘We’re dealin’ with a real pro here, Marty,’ St Claire 
said. 

‘No, we’re dealing with Stampler. He’s calling every 
turn.’ 

‘Maybe you’re puttin’ too much emphasis on Stampler,’ 
St Claire said. ‘Maybe it is just a copycat killer, saw the 
tapes in Arrington’s office, knew how it was done, found 
out about the bishop’s library ...’ 

‘It’s Stampler,’ Vail said flatly. ‘I saw him, I talked to 
him. He’s running it and he’s going to keep running it.’ 

‘So we just wait, that it?’ Stenner said. 

‘That’s it. Everybody on the staff covered?’ 

‘Yes, sir,’ said Stenner. ‘They’re either under surveil¬ 
lance or with their families. Flaherty’s keeping an eye on 
Shana - a task he seems to be enjoying, as does she, I 
might add.’ 

‘Y’know, I don’t like to bring this up,’ said St Claire, 
‘but it’s gonna get right costly - all this surveillance, I 
mean, if we gotta keep it up for long.’ 

Vail glared at the back of his head. 

‘You got a better idea, Harve?’ 

‘I don’t even have an idea half as good.’ 

Grosso and Dobson sat two rows apart in the back of 
the theatre so they could keep Vulpes in view and get out 
quickly when he got up to leave. He sat through the 
entire picture. He stood up as the credits rolled and 
Grosso and Dobson slipped out. 

Outside, Grosso grabbed for her cigarettes. 

‘Three hours without a smoke,’ she said. ‘I’m having a 
seizure. You better get lost.’ 

‘Too late,’ Dobson said. Grosso turned and was face- 
to-face with Vulpes. His eyes were like stones. 
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‘Excuse me,’ he said, ‘can I trouble you for a light?’ 
He put a cigarette between his lips. 

‘Sure.’ 

‘Did you enjoy the film?’ 

‘It’s a great picture,’ she said calmly. 

He smiled. ‘Thanks for the light,’ he said, and walked 
off towards the mall exit. 

‘He made us,’ Grosso growled to Dobson. 

‘How? Man, we were practically invisible.’ 

‘I don’t know how, but he made us. Not only that, but 
he wants us to know it. Shit, we’re off the detail.’ 

‘Well, he’s probably on his way home. Let’s tuck him 
in and let the electronics wizards take over. Stenner will 
decide what to do with us.’ 

‘He’s going to pull us off the case, Randy.’ 

‘What case? Is this a case? Hell, nobody knows why 
we’re even following this guy.’ 

‘Stenner says he’s dangerous.’ 

‘That’s it? We’re following him because he’s danger¬ 
ous? Half the people in the city are dangerous, for Christ 
sakes.’ 

‘He’s spooky-looking,’ Grosso said. ‘Did ya see those 
eyes?’ 

‘Oh, we’re following him because he’s spooky-looking 
and dangerous. I feel much better.’ 

On the train heading back to his room, Vulpes checked 
his watch. Eight-thirty. He smiled. Hydra would strike in 
half an hour. 

The game he had been waiting ten years to play was 
about to begin. 



Thirty-Three 


In the hazy light of an almost full moon, gargoyles and 
harpies and strange mythical creatures lurked in the spires 
of the Gothic buildings forming one of the University of 
Chicago’s many quadrangles. Staring up at them, Naomi 
Chance felt a sudden thrust of fear, as if they were harbin¬ 
gers of doom. The medieval beasts seemed to be taunting 
her. She quickly shook it off and turned up the collar 
of her coat against the brisk wind that funnelled between 
the buildings, assaulting her as she left the library and 
started across the quad towards the parking lot a block 
away. The monthly meeting of the Association of Legal 
Secretaries had been particularly dull, but she had pre¬ 
sided with her usual elan and kept the proceedings 
moving as briskly as possible. 

As she approached 57th Street, she saw the glow of a 
cigarette among the trees and shrubs near the street. A 
moment later the butt arced to the ground. A man was 
huddled in the shadows, his hands buried in his pockets. 
A car was parked by the kerb ten or twelve feet away. 

She gripped the small can of Mace she always kept 
handy in her pocket and subconsciously quickened her 
pace. Normally, she would not have noticed him, but 
tonight was different. Tonight she saw omens everywhere. 
Hell, she thought, everybody’s jumpy because of Stam¬ 
per’s release. As she approached the figure huddled in 
the bushes, she gripped the Mace even tighter and steered 
a course away from the bushes and trees. But before she 
got to the street, a voice said, ‘Naomi Chance.’ 

‘Who’s that?’ she demanded when he said it, increasing 
the pace. 

‘Hold up a minute, please.’ 
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She glared into the darkness as a large, bulky man 
moved away from the shrubs. He was tall and muscular, 
a powerful black man, his features obscured by the dark. 

‘What the hell do you want?’ Naomi demanded, and 
took her hand out of her pocket. ‘Keep your distance, 
this is a can of Mace.’ 

‘Whoa,’ the big man said, and stopped in his tracks, 
fumbling in his coat pocket. ‘Man, they warned me you 
were rough and ready,’ he said in a deep voice, and 
laughed. He held out his hand and flipped open his wallet. 
A gold badge twinkled in the streetlights. 

‘Detective Zack Lyde, Chicago PD,’ he said. ‘My boss, 
Shock Johnson, loaned us out to the DA and the DA says 
keep an eye on you. So that’s just what my partner and 
I are doin’, Ms Chance, keepin’ an eye on you.’ 

Naomi’s breath came out in a rush. ‘You scared the 
shit out of me, son,’ she said. 

‘I’ll tell you, that can of Mace gave my pulse a little 
kick, too. Look, why not let us drive you home? We need 
to clear your apartment when we get there and then just 
kinda, you know ...’ 

‘Keep an eye on me?’ she said, finishing the sentence 
for him. 

‘Yeah.’ He said, chuckling, in his deep, gruff voice. 
‘My pard can follow us in your car. I’d feel a lot better 
that way.’ 

‘Why don’t you just drive with me and let your pard 
follow us,’ she suggested. 

‘Fair enough,’ Lyde said. As they walked towards his 
unmarked police car, Naomi saw Judge Harry Shoat leav¬ 
ing the library after his weekly graduate-school seminar. 
His driver trotted up to him as Shoat started down the 
walk. 

‘How about Judge Shoat over there? Watching him, 
too?’ Naomi asked. 

‘Hell, he just laughed at us,’ Lyde said. ‘Says Mr Vail 
looks for spooks under his bed before he goes to sleep.’ 
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‘You mean you don’t?’ she said with a grin, and fol¬ 
lowed her protector to the car to fill his partner in on the 
plan. 

A block away Jefferson Hicks, a city patrolman assigned 
as Shoat’s driver and bodyguard, rushed up to him and 
took his briefcase. 

‘How’d it go, Your Honour?’ he asked. 

‘Excellent, as always,’ Shoat said, exuding self-assur¬ 
ance. ‘Although for the life of me, I don’t see how some 
of those oafs ever hope to pass the bar.’ 

‘Yes, sir,’ said the driver. 

Hicks had a black belt in karate and had attended a 
special course in antiterrorism. He had been assigned to 
Shoat for four months, ever since an irate taxpayer, who 
felt he had been treated unjustly in court, had shot and 
nearly killed one of Shoat’s peers. Hicks belonged to the 
city; the sedan belonged to the judge. 

Once inside the four-door Mercedes, Shoat reached 
into the pocket in back of the shotgun seat, took out a 
bottle of Napoleon brandy and a snifter, and poured 
himself a drink. He savoured the brandy, swirling the 
snifter around, sniffing the aroma and gauging his sips 
so the drink would last the thirty minutes it took to get 
to his condominium in the Edgewater district. 

‘I got another call from the DA’s office while you were 
in lecturing,’ Hicks said. ‘About that Stampler guy.’ 

‘Vail!’ Shoat snapped with disdain. Before he became 
a state supreme court judge, back when he was known 
as Hanging Harry Shoat, the ultraconservative jurist was 
a ‘max-out’ judge known for meeting out harsh sentences, 
often tainted with racism. An impatient and humourless 
perfectionist, he dispensed justice with a callous disregard 
for the situations or circumstances of defendants and had 
been passed over three times for the supreme court before 
his impressive knowledge of the law and precedents had 
made it impossible to snub him further. 
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He huddled down in the back seat, a stern man with 
a razor-slim moustache and black hair tinted to hide its 
grey streaks. He and Vail had gone to the mat many 
times in the courtroom. Shoat still harboured resentment 
towards the man who defied convention and challenged 
the law with consistent fervour. Even as a prosecutor Vail 
had an arrogant attitude about authority that rankled the 
jurists. Now that he had changed sides, Vail was slander¬ 
ing his own client, implying the man should not be freed, 
even though the state’s leading psychiatrists had approved 
the release. 

‘Wants it both ways,’ Shoat muttered, taking a sip of 
brandy, remembering with distaste how Vail had 
ambushed Venable in the Stampler trial. ‘The hell with 
Vail,’ he said aloud. 

‘Yes, sir,’ Hicks agreed. 

‘He’s baaack,’ Morris said as Vulpes entered the house. 
He trained the videocamera on the open window and 
waited until he saw Vulpes enter the room before he 
started shooting. 

‘Been shopping,’ Solomon said, watching through bin¬ 
oculars. He saw Vulpes dump out the contents of two 
shopping bags on the bed. ‘Got himself a couple CDs, 
looks like a sweater.’ 

‘He’s got a videotape, too,’ Morris said, squinting into 
the eyepiece. ‘Looks like ... Sleeping ...’ 

‘Sleepless in Seattle,’ Solomon said. ‘That’s a funny 
picture.’ 

‘I hope it sounds funny because we’re probably gonna 
have to listen to it.’ 

‘Got some pretty good music in it. It’s got Jimmy Dur¬ 
ante singing “As Time Goes By”.’ 

‘Who’s Jimmy Durante?’ 

‘He’s an old-time movie actor. Big nose. Voice like a 
gravel grinder. You’ll hear.’ 

‘He’s putting the tape in the VCR,’ Solomon said. 
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‘I can see that, Solomon, I don’t need a play-by-play.’ 

Vulpes started to get undressed, then almost as an 
afterthought he went to the window and closed the blind. 

‘Well, shit,’ said Morris. ‘We’re back on ear-time.’ 

They could hear Vulpes whistling softly, moving 
around the room, heard the bed groan as he lay down 
on it, then they heard the TV turn on, following by a 
preview at the beginning of the tape. 

Morris turned off the camera and leaned back in his 
chair. 

‘What a way to make a living,’ Solomon said. ‘Listen¬ 
ing to movies you can’t see.’ 

In his room, Vulpes quickly switched to the black turt¬ 
leneck after pulling down the shade. He took a small 
tape recorder from the tool chest and put it on the night 
table. He had made the audiotape while still at Daisyland, 
playing the movie through several times, stopping it at 
any funny spots and taping his laughter, timing it per¬ 
fectly. He even sang along with Durante. 

Vulpes waited until the film started and on a precise 
cut he pressed the play button and the audio recorder. 
The movie and the tape, now perfectly in sync, were 
about two hours long. He set the TV so it would turn 
off at eleven. The audio recorder would turn itself off. 
With luck, nobody would know he was gone until 
morning. 

He opened the door to his room and looked down 
the stairs. He could hear Schmidt moving around in the 
kitchen. He went down the stairs. 

‘Hi, Raymond,’ Schmidt said. 

‘Hi. Thought I’d get a Coke.’ 

‘Sure. Well, I’m packing it in,’ said Schmidt. ‘Lock the 
door after me, will you?’ 

‘Sure. Good night.’ 

‘You’re gonna be happy here, Raymond. I’m sure of 
it,’ said Schmidt. 
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Vulpes smiled and nodded. ‘Already love it,’ he said. 

At nine-fifteen Morris saw Schmidt leave the halfway 
house, huddled in his plaid lumber jacket. Five minutes 
later the lights on the first floor of the halfway house 
blinked out. And five minutes after that Vulpes slid open 
the side window in the kitchen, slipped over the sill, and 
dropped silently into the shrubs beside the house. 

Stenner had never seen Vail this edgy. He had double- 
checked everyone in the Wild Bunch to make sure they 
were protected. He was jumpy about Naomi going to the 
meeting at the University of Chicago until he was assured 
she was in capable hands. And he insisted that Parver, 
Flaherty, and Meyer, who lived alone, stay together for 
the night. 

‘Why don’t I take you home,’ Stenner said to Vail. 
‘Vulpes is tucked in watching a movie on TV.’ 

‘I have a nudge,’ said Vail. ‘The kind of nudge Harvey 
gets. And you, too, only you call it instinct.’ 

‘I got a nudge, too,’ said St Claire. ‘Had it ever since 
we got to the office.’ 

‘What kind of nudge, Harve?’ Flaherty asked. 

St Claire said, with a touch of annoyance, ‘How many 
times I gotta tell ya, Dermott, if I knew, it wouldn’t be a 
nudge, it’d be a reality.’ 

‘Last time you had one of your nudges, you turned up 
the Linda Balfour case,’ Stenner said. 

‘The last time you had a nudge, we turned over Poppy 
Palmer,’ St Claire countered. 

‘I agree with Abel, let’s go home,’ Venable said to Vail. 
‘But I want to talk to you for a minute before we leave.’ 

Surprised at how serious she seemed, Vail led her into 
his office and closed the door. 

‘Something got your goat?’ he joked. 

‘I have to tell you something,’ she said. ‘And this isn’t 
about Aaron Stampler.’ 

‘So ... tell.’ 
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‘I went to Delaney’s apartment. Out of a sense of duty, 
I suppose. Wanted to experience the scene of the crime. 
And I discovered something. There’s a hidden compart¬ 
ment built into the closet in the bedroom.’ 

‘What kind of compartment?’ 

‘It’s about two feet deep and five feet long. It’s a hiding 
place for Delaney’s toys.’ 

‘What kind of toys?’ 

‘Whips, handcuffs, garter belts - ’ 

‘What}’ 

‘And a .38-calibre Smith and Wesson. It’s on the floor. 
Looks like it was just thrown there. I didn’t touch any of 
it.’ 

‘The gun is in this room?’ 

Venable nodded. ‘I assume it’s the murder weapon.’ 

‘How did you find it?’ 

‘Probably only a woman would have noticed it - 
women are very conscious of closet space. I was sitting 
on the bed, staring at the closet, and I realized that it’s 
lopsided. I mean, there’s a lot more room on one side 
than the other. So I snooped around and couldn’t figure 
out why. And I snooped around some more and felt the 
door give. And I kept snooping. To open it, you unscrew 
the hanging rod and take it out. There’s a button recessed 
in the fixture it screws into.’ 

‘That’s very sneaky, Venable. You want a job?’ 

‘I have a job - defending Edith Stoddard.’ 

‘If this is going to be a bargaining session I’d like to 
bring Shana in on it, it’s her case.’ 

‘We’re not going to bargain, Marty. We’re going to 
trial.’ 

‘Janie, you probably turned up the murder weapon. 
That’s all we need to burn this lady.’ 

‘She was a victim for almost ten years, Martin. He 
degraded her and she took it so she could keep her job. 
Then he tossed her over for a younger model and ruined 
her life. I can make that add up to a walk.’ 
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‘On what grounds?’ 

‘Name it. How about the McNaghten Rule. Namely 
that Stoddard was labouring under such a defect of 
reason, caused by the circumstances, that she didn’t know 
the nature and quality of the act she was committing. 
Then we have the concept of irresistible impulse - she 
was so distressed she couldn’t control her actions. Or 
how about temporary insanity? She was degraded and 
humiliated and finally thrown away like a piece of 
garbage.’ 

‘Save your closing statement for the jury,’ he said. He 
lit two cigarettes and handed her one. ‘And you’re forget¬ 
ting we have premeditation. And I thought Stoddard was 
determined to cop a plea?’ 

‘I never was.’ 

‘She’s the client.’ 

‘And I’m an officer of the court charged with giving 
my client the best advice and defence possible. That’s 
what I’m going to do. You want to settle for involuntary 
manslaughter?’ 

Vail laughed. ‘I can’t do that. I’d be disbarred for 
incompetence. Either she’s not guilty or she’s guilty of 
something.’ 

‘Then I guess it’s Parver and me,’ she said. ‘Unless 
you’re going to step in.’ 

‘I don’t step in on my prosecutors’ cases,’ he said. ‘I’ll 
send St Claire and Parver over to investigate the secret 
room. Then maybe you and Parver can have a sit-down.’ 

‘What do you think she’ll do?’ 

‘Go for the jugular.’ 

‘Trained her well, huh?’ 

‘Didn’t have to, it comes naturally with her. Thanks 
for telling me.’ 

‘You wouldn’t have told me?’ 

‘Sure. But it still had to give you some bad moments, 
considering the options, I mean.’ 

‘There weren’t any options and you know it.’ 
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‘Ain’t ethics hell?’ He grinned. 

‘Yeah, ain’t they,’ she said, and after a moment, ‘You 
never cease to amaze me, Mr Vail.’ She was obviously 
relieved. 

‘Why? Did you expect me to throw a temper tantrum?’ 

‘I know some men who would.’ 

‘Look, we’ll both do what we have to do, Janie. Hell, 
in a way, I got you into this.’ 

‘In a way}' she said, raising her eyebrows. They both 
laughed. 

St Claire tapped on the door and Vail waved him into 
the office. 

‘I just figured out what my nudge is,’ he said. ‘Some¬ 
thing you said about Vulpes’s phone calls strikes me as 
odd.’ 

‘What’s that?’ 

‘You said he made a phone call and got a bad con¬ 
nection?’ 

‘That’s what Morris told me.’ 

‘Well, if he got a bad connection, how come he didn’t 
try the call again?’ 

Vail stared across the room at him, then looked at 
Venable. 

‘He’s right,’ she said. ‘It’s not like he didn’t have time 
to dial again. If I made a call and got a bad connection 

‘You’d either call the operator or try again, right?’ St 
Claire finished the sentence. 

Hicks entered Shoat’s elegant two-bedroom condo first. 
He flicked on the lights and walked down the short 
entrance hall to the living room. He put Shoat’s briefcase 
on his desk. Shoat had bought the condo after his wife 
died, preferring to get rid of the old house near Loyola 
University with its painful memories. The two-bedroom 
condo near the lake was convenient, was in a proper 
neighbourhood, and was on the ground floor. It suited 
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his purpose perfectly. It had a small deck at the rear that 
was secluded by a high redwood fence. He enjoyed sitting 
on this rustic terrace, reading cases and writing out his 
opinions in longhand. Hicks pulled back the thin, white 
cotton drapes, flicked on the lights, and slid open the 
door, checking the deck then closing the door and pulling 
the drapes closed again. He checked the living room, the 
master and guest bedrooms and baths, all the closets, and 
the small sitting room the judge used as an office. 

‘All clear,’ he told his boss. 

‘Very good, Hicks,’ the judge said. ‘Don’t know what 
I’d do without you.’ 

‘Look, you want I should maybe spend the night in the 
guest room what with all this hoopla over ...?’ 

‘Don’t be silly.’ Shoat said, waving him off. ‘I’m going 
to get in bed and watch Court TV for an hour or so. I’ll 
be sound asleep by ten.’ 

‘Right, sir. Seven o’clock in the morning?’ 

‘As usual.’ 

He followed Hicks to the door, pulling on the night 
chain and twisting the dead bolt after letting his body¬ 
guard out. He made himself a Scotch and water, turned 
off the lights, and went into the bedroom. 

Shoat was fastidious in his nightly ritual. He set out 
his clothes for the next day, placed his Scotch and water 
on the night table, brushed his teeth and scrubbed his 
face, and changed into scarlet silk pyjamas. He folded 
his silk bathrobe carefully over a chair within arm’s reach 
of the bed, lined up his slippers side by side exactly where 
he expected his feet to hit the floor when he arose, piled 
three goose-down pillows, and fluffed them up just right 
before finally turning down the covers and slipping side¬ 
ways between the flannel sheets so as not to wrinkle 
them. He propped himself up and pulled the feather com¬ 
forter up under his chin and turned on the television, 
flicking the remote control to the Court TV channel. 
Settling down, he sipped his drink and watched with the 
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sound turned low. Within minutes, he was trying to keep 
awake. He finished the drink and clicked off the TV. 

He was dozing when suddenly the room seemed to be 
flooded with cold air. He lay in bed, staring sleepily into 
the dark. It got colder. 

Then he thought he heard something. The sound 
seemed to be coming from the living room, although he 
was sleepy and confused in the dark. 

‘Hicks, is that you?’ he called out, thinking perhaps 
his bodyguard had come back for something and was at 
the front door. He waited and listened. 

There it was again. Was someone talking outside the 
condo? 

Disoriented in the dark, he groped for the lamp and 
instead grabbed his bathrobe. He stumbled out of bed in 
the dark, his feet padding the floor of the darkened room 
in search of his slippers. The room was frigid and he gave 
up on the slippers and floundered his way towards the 
living room. 

A frosty draught sighed past him as he reached the 
bedroom door. He looked across the room. The door to 
the terrace had blown open. The white cotton curtains, 
flapping and twisting in the wind, looked like apparitions 
in the ghostly moonlight. 

Damn! he thought. Hicks forgot to lock the door to 
the terrace. 

He started towards the door. Then he heard a voice. 

"Order. Order in the court.' And a gavel smacking 
against wood. 

The voice seemed to come from the dervish curtains, 
swirling in the wind. He stepped closer, squinting his eyes 
to get a clearer look. And then he saw something, a vague 
shape hidden within the gossamer panels. Shoat was sud¬ 
denly hypnotized with fear. The shape slowly materialized 
into a dark form that seemed to emerge from within the 
whirling folds. It moved towards him. Shoat’s mouth 
turned to sand. His feet would not move. 
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‘W-w-who’s that?’ he stammered. 

The figure, silhouetted by the moonlight against the 
shimmering drapes, raised its hand. There was a click 
and the same voice, the same husky whisper he had heard 
a moment before said: 

‘The prince who keeps the world in awe; 

The judge whose dictates fix the law; 

The rich, the poor, the great, the small, 

Are levelled - death confounds them all.’ 

There was a slight pause, then: ‘Greetings from Daisy- 
land, Judge.’ 

‘Oh, my God!’ the judge shrieked. He turned and 
rushed towards a table near the door, pulled open a 
drawer, thrust his hand in, and felt the cold steel of his 
.32-calibre pistol. But before he could pull it from its 
hiding place, he felt a hand grab his hair and his head 
was snapped back. 

Shoat felt only a slight burning sensation when the 
knife sliced through his throat. But when he opened his 
mouth to scream, all he heard was a rush of air from 
beneath his chin. And then the taste of salt flooded his 
mouth. 

When the pain struck, it was too late for Shoat to feel it. 



Thirty-Four 


It was easy to trace the phone number. Morris had 
attached a digital readout to the monitor and had the 
number listed in his log. Stenner made one phone call 
and got the rest of the information. 

‘City Hospital,’ he said. ‘The last three digits, 4-7-8, 
is the office extension. He was calling the billing 
department.’ 

‘Why in hell was he calling the billing department at 
City Hospital?’ Vail wondered aloud. 

‘And why’d he get a bad connection?’ asked St Claire. 

Meyer, the computer expert, had been sitting in the 
corner listening to the discussion. He turned to his com¬ 
puter and entered the modem program, then brought up 
the menu. He dialled the phone number, 555-7478, and 
listened to it ring as he watched his computer screen. 
The screen went black for a moment, then the word 
CONNECT flashed on and another menu appeared 
across the top of the screen. 

‘There’s your answer,’ he said. ‘He was calling a modem 
line. Vulpes was talking to a computer.’ 

‘With what?’ Parver asked. 

‘Yeah. Where’d he get a computer?’ St Claire asked. 

‘I don’t know, but that’s what the call was all about, 
that’s the hum on the line,’ said Meyer. ‘If he stayed on 
for ninety seconds and he’s a computer expert, he knew 
exactly what he was doing.’ 

‘Maybe we ought to roust him and ask him,’ said 
Flaherty. 

‘On what grounds?’ Vail said. ‘He’s a free man. If he 
does have a computer, it’s understandable. It’s his busi- 
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ness. But if he’s using it to trigger the copycat, then we 
got him.’ 

He dialled Morris. 

‘Yes, sir?’ 

‘This is Martin, Bobby. What’s Vulpes up to right now?’ 

‘He’s watchin’ a video. Sleepless in Seattle .’ 

‘You’re sure he’s there?’ 

‘We can hear him laughing. Few minutes ago he was 
singing “As Time Goes By” with Jimmy Durante.’ 

‘Is the back door covered?’ 

‘Sure.’ 

‘You stay on top of this guy, Bobby. He makes any 
phone calls or does anything out of the ordinary, call the 
office immediately.’ 

‘Absolutely.’ 

Vail hung up. ‘He’s in his room watching a video, they 
can hear him on the room tap.’ 

He paced his office for a few moments. ‘All right, here’s 
what we’re going to do,’ he said. ‘Harve and Ben, come 
with me. We’ll check out the billing department at the 
hospital. Shana and Dermott, stay here in the office and 
monitor the phones. And call Naomi right now just to 
make sure she’s protected. Anything happens? Any calls 
from Morris or anybody else, call me on the portable. 
Abel, 1 want you to take Jane home and stay with her, 
and I mean in the house with her until I get back. 1 don’t 
trust anyone else but you to protect her. And I want the 
house guard to patrol the entire perimeter. Any questions? 
Good. Let’s get on with it.’ 

The emergency ward at City Hospital looked like a battle 
zone. Three ambulances were parked at the entrance, one 
with its red light still blinking. Once inside, Vail, Meyer, 
and St Claire were greeted with a rush of noise and 
motion. An aide raced by pushing a young woman on a 
gurney. Her face was covered by an oxygen mask and 
IVs were protruding from both arms. Her eyes were half 
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open and her head wobbled back and forth with the 
movement of the stretcher. A young doctor was racing 
along beside it, shouting orders to a nurse who held open 
the door to the OR preparation station. 

‘I got a compound fracture of the lower leg, possible 
head injuries, I need a CAT scan before we go to OR.’ 

‘We’re ready for her,’ the nurse yelled back. 

Another doctor dashed from the receiving room, his 
gown streaked with blood, and headed up the hall. 

‘Excuse me,’ Vail said, but the MD waved him off. 
‘Not now,’ he said, and ran off towards the operating 
room. 

Vail looked through the door of Receiving and saw a 
nurse pull a sheet over a body. Two feet away, a team of 
doctors and nurses worked frantically to prepare another 
victim for treatment. A nurse burst out of the room 
carrying a clipboard. 

‘Excuse me,’ Vail said. ‘We’re trying to find the night 
superintendent.’ 

'Down the hall, lift to the first floor, third door on your 
left, Mrs Wilonski,’ she said without looking at them or 
slowing down. 

‘Thanks,’ Vail said. 

They found the night superintendent’s station and a 
nurse paged Eve Wilonski, the super on duty, then raced 
off, advising them to stay put. 

‘If you don’t, she’ll never find you,’ she said. 

‘Doesn’t anybody around here walk ?’ Meyer asked. 

The lift door swung open and a short, square woman 
in a rigidly starched uniform marched towards them. Her 
stern face wore the ferocious expression of a bulldog. 

‘Gentlemen, I’m Eve Wilonski, night super. Sorry I’m 
in a rush right now, we’ve got a mess in Emergency.’ 

‘We came up that way. I’m Martin Vail, acting DA’ 

‘Yes, sir, I recognized you from pictures in the paper.’ 

‘These are two of my associates, Ben Meyer and Harve 
St Claire.’ 
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‘Gentlemen,’ she said with a nod. 

‘What happened?’ 

‘Three-car pileup on LaSalle,’ she said. ‘Three dead, 
six trying to stay alive. A drive-by on the south side with 
a dead three-year-old and her mother hanging on by her 
fingernails. We got two heart attacks and they just 
brought one in for this psych ward who was standing on 
the marquee of the Chicago Theatre peeing on people 
walking by on the sidewalk. That’s in the last forty 
minutes and it isn’t even eleven o’clock yet. It’s just warm¬ 
ing up our there.’ 

‘Sorry to bother you when things are so crazy,’ said 
Vail. 

‘It’s always crazy down there,’ she said casually. ‘Do 
we have a problem with the district attorney’s office, 
too?’ 

‘No, we do. I need to take a look at your billing office 
and also find out if anyone was in there at three o’clock 
this afternoon.’ 

‘That office closes at two-thirty on weekends,’ she said. 

‘I know. But we have reason to believe that someone 
was in there at three. It’s imperative we know who that 
person was.’ 

‘Maybe a cleaning person, somebody like that?’ St 
Claire suggested. 

‘That’s quite possible,’ she said. ‘If it’s an emergency, I 
can call Mr Laverne at home. He’s the billing supervisor. 
Someone could have been working overtime.’ 

‘That would help a lot,’ Vail said. 

‘May I ask what this is about?’ 

‘A hacker,’ Meyer said casually. ‘We have reason to 
believe someone may be hacking into your billing com¬ 
puter. The consequences could be serious.’ 

‘Oh, my God,’ she said. She flipped through a staff 
telephone directory, her finger tracking down the rows 
of staffers and stopping at Laverne’s name. She dialled 
the number and waited for what seemed an eternity. 
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‘He’s not home,’ St Claire moaned. 

‘Mr Laverne?’ she said suddenly. ‘I’m sorry to bother 
you at home, this is Eve Wilonski. I have the district 
attorney here. He’d like to speak to you.’ She handed the 
phone to Vail. 

‘Mr Laverne, this is Martin Vail.’ 

‘Yes, Mr Vail.’ 

‘Mr Laverne, we’re checking on a computer problem 
and we need to know if anyone in your department 
worked overtime today.’ 

‘I did.’ 

‘You did? Were you there at three o’clock?’ 

‘Yes, sir, I was talking to a pharmaceutical company 
on the West Coast.’ 

‘Was anyone else in the room at the time?’ 

‘Uh, yes. Hines, I think is the name. Cleans up. Is this 
about the hacker?’ 

His question surprised Vail. ‘You know about that?’ 

‘I was there when the message came across the modem 
line.’ 

‘What message?’ 

‘Well, it was crazy. Something about a fox and someone 
named Hydra.’ 

‘Hydra? Do you remember exactly what the message 
said?’ 

‘Let’s see. First it said “Hydra, Fox is free.” Then it 
repeated the name Hydra a couple of times. Then I 
jumped in and asked who Hydra was and who was on¬ 
line and the connection went dead.’ 

‘And you say Hines was in there at the time?’ 

‘Yes. Came in while I was on the phone.’ 

‘Thank you, Mr Laverne. You’ve been a great help.’ 

‘It was a hacker, right?’ 

‘Yes. We’re investigating it.’ 

‘I knew it. Too nutty to be anything else. You people 
always work this late at night?’ 

‘When it’s something this important. Thanks, Mr Lav- 
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erne. Goodbye.’ He cradled the phone. ‘Do you know 
someone in clean-up named Hines?’ 

‘Yes. Rudi Hines.’ 

‘Show Ms Wilonski the picture of Tribble,’ Vail said 
to St Claire. 

Harvey took a flat wallet out of his pocket and removed 
the photograph of Tribble supplied by the Justine Clinic. 

‘Is this Rudi Hines?’ Vail asked. 

She looked at the photograph and shook her head. 
‘No, this is a man. Rudi Hines is a woman.’ 

Her answer stopped conversation for a moment. Vail 
looked at St Claire. ‘Show her the other one,’ he said. St 
Claire showed her the photo of Rene Hutchinson. She 
studied it for a moment and then slowly nodded. ‘Yes, 
her hair’s darker and much shorter, but that’s Rudi.’ 

‘Can we take a look at the billing office?’ 

‘Of course.’ She took a ring of keys out of a drawer 
and led them down a maze of hallways to a fairly large 
room with several desks and a bank of computers at the 
rear. The screens faced away from the door. Meyer 
walked straight back to them and stopped short. 

‘Christ, look at this,’ he said. They all crowded around 
the screen and read the message: 

Very Clever ... 

The prince who keeps the world in awe; 

The judge whose dictates fix the law; 

The rich, the poor, the great, the small, 

Are levelled - death confounds them all. 

Hydra 

‘I don’t know what the hell it is, but it’ll be in one of 
Rushman’s books, that’s for damn sure,’ St Claire said. 

‘What’s it mean?’ Eve Wilonski asked. ‘Who is Hydra?’ 

‘Greek mythology, ma’am,’ St Claire answered. 
‘Hydra was a demon with two heads. Every time Ulysses 
cut one of ’em off, she grew two more in its place.’ 
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‘Or maybe grew a new name whenever things got hot?’ 
suggested Vail. 

‘Maybe,’ agreed St Claire. 

‘He’s telling us something, Harve. Everything he does 
sends a message - names, quotes, everything. He’s taunt¬ 
ing us.’ Vail read it again and then a chill rippled through 
him. He repeated the second line aloud: ‘ “The judge 
whose dictates fix the law.” ’ 

‘Shoat?’ 

‘What other judge could it be? I’ll get Shock Johnson 
on the portable.’ 

St Claire turned back to Eve Wilonski. ‘Tell you what 
the message really means, ma’am. It means we need an 
address on this here Rudi Hines ASAP,’ he said. 

Stenner parked the car in front of Venable’s house and 
opened the door for her. As they approached the front 
door, he drew his gun. Venable was surprised. Stenner 
always seemed so totally in control, it was hard to 
imagine him armed. He took her gently by the arm, 
stepped in front of her at the door, and held out his hand 
for the key. She gave it to him and he unlocked the door, 
then swung it open with his foot. He moved cautiously 
into the foyer, then moved quickly and professionally 
through the first floor, checking the living room, kitchen, 
guest bedroom, and all the closets. 

‘We’re clear down here,’ he said. The outside guard 
was sitting on the terrace with his back to the door. 
He was wearing earphones and listening to a Walkman. 

‘I could have walked out there and pulled the chair 
out from under him, he wouldn’t know the difference,’ 
Stenner said, walking to the door of the terrace. ‘I want 
him to stay in here with you while I check the second 
floor.’ 

He opened the door and tapped the house guard on 
the shoulder. The man pulled off the earphones. 

He stood up and turned around. 
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His face wore a hideous grin. 

It was a moment or two before Stenner, with a shock, 
recognized the grinning face of Aaron Stampler. 

By then it was too late. 

‘Welcome home,’ Stampler hissed. The knife slashed 
the air as he swung it underhanded. It pierced Stenner 
just over his belt, its deadly point angled upward, slicing 
towards his heart. The two men stumbled back into the 
living room and crashed into the wall. 

Gasping, Stenner grabbed Stampler’s wrist to keep him 
from withdrawing the blade. Stampler, his face inches 
away from Stenner’s, curled his lips in a leer. He shoved 
his other hand into Stenner’s coat pocket, felt his car 
keys, and grabbed them. 

As they burst into the room, Venable fell back against 
the wall. She gaped with horror when she saw the knife 
buried in Stenner’s side. Then rage took over. She grabbed 
a heavy brass lamp from an end table and charged Stam¬ 
pler, swinging it like a club. It smashed the ridge of his 
jaw and split it open. Stenner slid from his grasp and fell 
at their feet, the knife still embedded in his side. 

Stampler roared with pain. He grabbed the lamp and 
with his other hand hit Venable on the jaw. The blow 
knocked her backwards against the other wall. Stampler 
grabbed the lamp with both hands and swung it over¬ 
handed. 

She felt the heavy metal hit her cheek, felt the bones 
crush and a searing pain in her eye. Blood flooded down 
into her mouth. Her legs gave out and she fell to the 
floor, looking up at the enraged killer through one eye. 

Stampler turned to get the knife, but Stenner had rolled 
over. It was under him. The madman ran around the 
corner into the kitchen, grabbed a dish towel, and pressed 
it against the wound in his jaw. He pulled open a drawer, 
dumped its contents on the floor. He pulled out another 
and another and finally found the knife drawer. He 
snatched up a vicious-looking boning knife and raced 
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back into the living room. But as he did, Stenner rolled 
over and, with great effort, slid his 9mm pistol across the 
hardwood floor to Venable. She grabbed it as Stampler 
rushed into the room from the kitchen. Half conscious 
and in pain, she swung the gun up and fired. It tore a 
corner off the kitchen cabinet. Stampler dived into the 
living room, scrambling for cover. She fired again and 
again. He skittered along behind a sofa. A shot ripped 
into it, bursting through the other side in a cloud of 
cotton and foam rubber. Stampler grabbed a chair. 
Hunched over, he ran towards a window, shoved the 
chair through it, dived through the shower of glass, and 
ran towards Stenner’s car. 

Inside, Venable rolled over on her stomach. She stared 
through her good eye at Stenner, who had the knife in 
his hand. He went limp and the knife slipped out of his 
grasp. He fell forward. 

Outside, she heard Stenner’s car start and roar away. 

‘Abel...’ Venable moaned, and passed out. 



Thirty-Five 


When Shock Johnson arrived at Judge Harry Shoat’s con¬ 
dominium, three patrol cars were already there. The six 
patrolmen had searched the grounds around the peri¬ 
meter of the two-storey building, but on Johnson’s 
instructions had not attempted to enter the condo. 

‘We knocked on the door and tried him on the phone,’ 
said a sergeant who had taken charge of the small force. 
‘No answer from inside and no answer on the phone.’ 

‘Shit,’ Johnson grumbled. He tucked his hands in his 
rear pockets and stared at the house. 

‘What’s the layout, Sergeant?’ he asked, without taking 
his eyes off the condo. 

‘One-floor condominium. The people upstairs are 
wintering in Georgia, so he’s the only one in the building 
right now. There’s a terrace with a six-foot fence around 
there on the side, windows in back and on that side. The 
place is dark and his car’s in the garage.’ 

‘Where the hell’s his goddamn bodyguard? What’s his 
name?’ 

‘Hicks, sir. I called him. The judge dismissed him, told 
him to go home. Hicks drives his car here every morning 
and they travel in the judge’s Mercedes, that’s why it’s in 
the garage.’ 

‘Wasn’t Shoat warned?’ 

‘Hicks said he laughed at Vail.’ 

‘Christ. Eckling’s gonna have me for lunch when he 
gets back from Atlanta.’ 

‘The chief’s in Atlanta?’ 

‘Yeah, at some lawmen’s convention. Free drinks and 
food what that’s about.’ He looked around, pointed to a 
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young, athletic patrolman. ‘What’s your name, son?’ he 
asked. 

‘Jackowitz, sir.’ 

‘Take that fence and see if you can see anything through 
the terrace door. I don’t wanna go kickin’ in anythin’ 
until I’m sure he’s in there.’ 

‘Yes, sir.’ 

‘Take a walkie-talkie and be cautious.’ 

Jackowitz took the fence like a pro, jumping up and 
grabbing the top slat, chinning himself, and swinging first 
one leg then the other over the top. He dropped down 
onto the terrace. 

Johnson waited. 

The walkie-talkie crackled to life. 

‘Terrace door’s unlocked, sir.’ Jackowitz reported. 

‘Oh, shit,’ Johnson moaned. ‘You got a flashlight?’ 

‘Yes, sir.’ 

‘Take a look inside, but be careful.’ 

‘Going in.’ 

There was a minute or two of silence, then: ‘Oh, sweet 
Jesus, Lieutenant, I ain’t believing this. I’m opening the 
front door.’ 

Johnson walked to the entrance and a moment later 
the front lights flickered on and the door swung open 
and Jackowitz stared out at them. Even in the dim light 
he was pale and swallowing hard. 

‘I been on the force twelve years, sir, I never seen 
anything the likes of this.’ 

Johnson walked into the foyer and turned into the 
living room. Shoat was lying in the middle of the room, 
naked, his arms folded across his chest as if he had been 
laid out by a funeral director. The destruction of the body 
was profound, from the wounds on his torso, legs, and 
arms, to the emasculation of his private parts. There was 
blood everywhere. Johnson stared at the scene for a full 
two minutes, the muscles in his jaw twitching. 
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Finally he said, ‘Where the hell’s his head?’ to nobody 
in particular. 

‘Good question,’ Jackowitz answered in a hoarse 
whisper. 

Vulpes held the towel hard against his jaw to stem the 
bleeding. It was already beginning to swell and pain was 
etched into the side of his face. He had the city map on 
his lap marked with the route from the halfway house 
to Venable’s place and back to Hydra’s apartment. He 
watched his speed. He had to ditch Stenner’s car fast, 
forced to assume that Venable had called in the report 
and his situation had suddenly became desperate. 

What shitty luck, he thought. First, Stenner had 
brought her home instead of Vail. And then the bitch 
had screwed everything up. That was twice she had tried 
to kill him. Once in court, where she tried to send him to 
the chair, and again tonight. 

Okay, so he had got Stenner instead of Vail. And he 
had smashed the bitch up good, maybe scrambled her 
brains. Poetic justice. As his own brain raced, he momen¬ 
tarily forgot the pain in his jaw. 

He was cautious when he got to Hydra’s apartment. 
He drove past it. The street looked safe. He parked at 
the opposite end of the street. Too bad Hydra didn’t have 
a phone; he could have called her, told her to split, to 
follow him until he could find a good spot to ditch the 
car. He would have to take a chance, go up to her place 
and get her out of there. 

As he got out of the car, he saw the police car. It was 
a block away and it cruised in quietly, parking perpen¬ 
dicular to the street he was on. Two cops got out, strolled 
to the corner, and crossed to Hydra’s apartment building. 
They looked around, went in the front door. 

They’re on to her, he thought. How the hell did they 
get on to her? He decided he had to abandon Hydra. But 
she knew the plan. He didn’t think she would talk, 
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though she was now so far over the edge he couldn’t be 
sure. He got back in, pulled the door shut, and started 
the car. Then he saw the two policemen come around the 
side of the house and return to their car. 

He sat in Stenner’s darkened sedan. Maybe they were 
just answering a disturbance call. Maybe it was just a 
coincidence and they would leave. He decided to give 
them a few minutes. 

Meyer drove the car to the row-house apartment south 
of Garfield Park. Vail sat in the backseat, twirling an 
unlit cigarette between his fingers. St Claire turned in the 
shotgun seat and looked back at him. 

‘What about Vulpes?’ he asked. ‘We got enough to pull 
him in?’ 

‘For talking to a computer? We need the woman, then 
we’ll decide. We’re still not positive she’s the copycat.’ 

‘He’s not going anywhere,’ said Meyer. ‘He’s home 
singing duets with Jimmy Durante.’ 

‘Okay,’ said St Claire. 

‘You disagree?’ Vail asked. 

‘Nope, just thinkin’ out loud.’ 

‘You got another nudge?’ asked Meyer. 

‘Kinda.’ 

‘What’s a kinda nudge?’ Meyer asked. 

‘It’s just, you know, a kinda nudge. Ain’t a full-fledged 
nudge yet.’ 

‘Your nudges make me nervous, Harve,’ Vail said. 

‘Why?’ 

‘Because most of the time they turn out to be harbingers 
of doom.’ 

‘Can’t help it, just happens.’ 

‘I’m not knocking it, I’m just saying they make me 
nervous.’ 

The police car was parked a block away from Rudi 
Hines’s apartment. The driver was an old-timer named 
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John Bohane. His partner, Richard Luscati, was a rookie, 
two months on the job. 

‘Lieutenant Johnson said we should wait here for you, 
Mr Vail, so as not to rile anybody up. We did walk down 
there and look around.’ 

‘And ... ?’ 

‘Her car’s parked around back in an alley. Bonnet’s 
warm. And there’s a lot of blood on the front seat.’ 

‘Uh-oh,’ St Claire said. 

‘You think she’s in there then?’ Vail asked. 

‘Yes, sir, I do.’ 

‘Okay, let’s do this cautiously. This lady should be 
considered armed and dangerous.’ 

‘Right.’ 

Meyer pulled the car in front of the patrol car and 
parked. The five men walked up the quiet deserted street 
to the converted row house. 

‘That’s her apartment,’ Bohane said, pointing to the 
corner of the second floor. 

‘There a back door?’ St Claire asked. 

‘Uh-huh.’ 

‘Whyn’t you two go in the back, we’ll take the front, 
just in case she decides to take a drive.’ 

‘Right.’ 

The two patrolmen disappeared quietly down the 
paved walk that separated the two houses. Vail, St Claire, 
and Meyer walked quietly to the front door. 

Vulpes watched as the second car pulled up beside the 
police car. He couldn’t see what was going on. Then 
the new arrival pulled over to the kerb in front of the 
patrol car and three men got out. The cops joined them. 
They started across the street towards the apartment 
building. As they passed under the street light, he recog¬ 
nized Vail. 

His pulse throbbed in his jaw, increasing the pain, but 
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he ignored it. He was overwhelmed with hatred. There 
was Vail, a block away, and he could do nothing about it. 

Damn you, damn you, Vail! You figured it out faster 
than I gave you credit for. 

Well, perhaps the police did not know about the attack 
on Stenner and Venable yet. Stenner was surely dead. 
Venable was out cold, so probably Stenner’s car wasn’t 
hot yet. 

Maybe I hurt the bitch more than I thought. He 
laughed thinking about it. Still, he had to ditch the car 
in a hurry. 

It was too late to help Hydra. Hopefully she was so 
far over the edge, she wouldn’t give away the rest of the 
plan. Too bad, he thought. It was such a perfect plan and 
she had carried it out flawlessly until now. But Venable 
had screwed him up and now Vail had beat him to her. 

He had to get away from there, lift another car and 
ditch Stenner’s. He checked the map and found a group 
of high-rise apartments. Perfect, he thought. He had to 
find a parking lot and heist another car. 

Goodbye, Hydra. Sorry it didn’t work out. 

He wheeled the car into a U-turn and headed for North 
River. 

‘Lemme go first,’ St Claire said, arcing a wad of chewing 
tobacco into the grass. 

‘How come you go first?’ Meyer asked. 

"Cause I got the gun,’ St Claire said. He drew a .357 
Magnum from under his coat and led the way inside. A 
poorly lit hallway was swallowed up by darkness and a 
flight of stairs on one side led to the second floor. A 
moment later the two patrolmen emerged from the other 
end of the hall. 

‘We’re clear,’ Bohane said. ‘Her car’s still back there.’ 
The patrolmen led the way, followed by St Claire, Meyer, 
and Vail. Bohane knocked on the door. 

‘Ms Hines?’ he called out. 
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Inside the apartment Rudi Hines was in the bathroom. 
She stood naked in front of the sink, scrubbing her hands, 
the water pouring off her hands tinged with red. When 
she heard the rap on the door, she hurriedly threw on a 
cotton housecoat and stepped from the bathroom into 
the living room. 

It was sparsely furnished. A sofa with its springs sag¬ 
ging to the floor, a round kitchen table with two chairs, 
two easy chairs in the same disrepair as the sofa. The 
only light came from the 60 watt bulb in a floor lamp 
near the door. 

‘Is it you?’ she cried eagerly. 

She heard the muffled reply. ‘Ms Hines, it’s the police. 
We need to talk to you. It’s about your car.’ 

She went back into the bathroom and emerged a 
moment later with a large carving knife clutched in one 
hand. She backed into a dark corner of the room. 

‘Look, ma’am,’ St Claire said, standing near the door. 
‘We don’t wanna have to bust up your door. Just open 
up and talk to us for a minute.’ 

‘Go away.’ 

In the hall, St Claire looked at Vail and shrugged. He 
turned to Bohane. ‘Waste it,’ he ordered. 

The two cops drew their revolvers. Bohane stepped 
back and slammed his foot into the door an inch or two 
from the knob. It burst open. Somewhere down the hall 
a door opened and a dim face peered out. 

‘Go back inside,’ Vail said. ‘And stay there.’ 

The face disappeared and the door closed. 

The two patrolmen jumped inside the room. Bohane 
first, Luscati covering him, then St Claire behind them. 
St Claire saw her first, standing in the shadows. 

‘Lemme do the talking,’ he said softly, and to her, ‘Now 
why’d you make us go and do that?’ 

‘What do you want?’ she said. She saw Vail enter the 
room. Her eyes blazed in the dim light. 

‘I know who you are,’ she hissed. 
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‘Ms Hines, I’m Martin Vail, acting district attor—’ 

‘I know who you are. Why aren’t you out there?’ 

‘Out where?’ 

‘What do you want ?’ 

‘Ma’am, do you also go under the name Rene Hutchin¬ 
son?’ St Claire asked. 

She backed further into the corner, her eyes peering at 
them from the darkness. She lurked in the shadows, but 
Vail could see one hand in the spilled light from the lamp. 
It was still covered with dried blood. 

‘ “Vengeance with its sacred light shines upon you.” 
Sophocles,’ she whispered. 

‘Miss Hines, do you also go by the name—’ 

‘I am Hydra,’ she said. She held the knife tight at her 
side, within the folds of the housecoat. 

‘Do you know Aaron Stampler?’ 

‘There’s no such person.’ 

‘Do you know Raymond Vulpes?’ 

‘ “Revenge is sweeter than flowing honey.” Homer.’ 

‘Do you know the Fox?’ St Claire said, cutting her off. 

‘ “Punishment is justice for the unjust.” ’ 

‘Listen here, ma’am ...’ 

She glared from the darkness at Vail. ‘What are you 
doing here?’ she demanded. 

‘Where should I be?’ Vail asked. 

‘With her.’ 

‘With who?’ 

‘ “To die is a debt we must all pay. ” ’ 

The two patrolmen looked at each other quizzically. 
Meyer looked around the room. On a table near the door 
he saw a small tape recorder. It was caked with blood. 

‘Look here, ma’am, we know you’re Rene Hutchinson. 
Wouldn’t you like to tell us where Fox is?’ He took a 
step towards her. ‘We need to talk to you and Fox.’ 

‘I taught him everything he knows,’ she whispered sud¬ 
denly and with pride. 

‘What was that?’ St Claire asked. 
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‘I taught him everything he knows.’ 

Meyer moved sideways to the table. He took out a 
pencil and punched the play button of the recorder. 

‘Stop that!’ she shrieked. 

‘Order. Order in the courtroom .’ The hollow sound of 
a gavel rapping. Then: 

‘The prince who keeps the world in awe; 

The judge whose dictates fix the law; 

The rich, the poor, the great, the small. 

Are levelled; death confounds them all. 

Greetings from Daisyland, Judge.' 

Vail immediately recognized the voice on the tape. It 
was Vulpes. 

‘Miss Hutchin - ’ St Claire started to say, but the 
woman suddenly charged out of the darkness. She rushed 
straight towards Vail. The knife glittered in her hand. 

St Claire moved quickly in front of him, aiming his 
gun at Hydra as she charged. 

‘Hold it!’ he ordered, but she didn’t stop. 

The rookie cop panicked and shot her in the chest. 

She screamed. The knife twirled from her hand and 
she was knocked backward, landing flat on her back on 
the floor. She lay there, gasping for breath, staring at the 
ceiling. 

‘Thank you,’ she whispered. ‘Thank you 

The rookie lost it. He stared down at her in horror. 
‘Oh God! Oh sweet God, why didn’t you stop when I 
told you?’ he screamed at her. 

‘Shut up, Ritch. Call the medics.’ 

‘She charged us with a knife,’ the rookie babbled. ‘I 
didn’t... didn’t 

His cheeks suddenly ballooned. He clasped his hand 
over his nose and mouth and raced to the bathroom. 

‘I got eighteen years in, never fired my gun except on 
the range,’ Bohane said disgustedly. ‘He’s on the street 



two months and shoots a woman.’ He shook his head. 
‘I’ll call an ambulance.’ 

‘Use this,’ Vail said, handing him the portable phone. 
The cop dialled 911. 

St Claire kneeled down beside Hydra. 

‘Rene Hutchinson?’ he asked. 

‘I am Hydra,’ she said faintly. 

‘Who named you that?’ 

‘Fox. Fox knows everything. But I taught him every¬ 
thing he knows.’ 

St Claire’s ‘kinda’ nudge suddenly became a reality. He 
was remembering some notes he had read among the files 
on Stampler. Notes that Tommy Goodman had written 
ten years before after his return from a trip to Kentucky, 
to do background on Stampler. 

‘How did you meet him?’ St Claire asked Hydra. 

‘I have known him forever.’ 

‘You’re Rebecca, aren’t you?’ 

‘Iam... Hydra.’ 

‘Before that. You were Rebecca?’ 

Her voice faded to a whisper. ‘Taught him every ... 
thing he knows,’ she said. 

‘Jesus, you’re his teacher, ain’t ya?’ 

She didn’t answer. 

‘When did you first contact him, Rebecca?’ 

For just an instant her memory streaked back to the 
young boy with the brutal strap marks on his buttocks 
who sat in the corner of her living room, devouring her 
books and the passages she had marked for him; to a 
time when it had been just the two of them, alone in the 
sanctuary of her house, sheltered from the brutal world 
around them as they made love in front of the fire. Then, 
suddenly, the moment dissolved into a clear, hot, white 
light. 

As St Claire stared at her; her eyes suddenly crossed 
slightly. Life blinked out of them and they turned to 
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stone. St Claire held his fingers against her throat, but he 
knew there would be no pulse. 

‘She was Stampler’s schoolteacher, Marty,’ said St 
Claire. ‘I remembered readin’ the notes Goodman wrote 
when he came back from Kentucky. It’s the last entry in 
the report. She told him, “I taught Aaron everything he 
knows.” She was as crazy as he is.’ 

‘He isn’t crazy, Harve. He’s a cold-blooded killer, that’s 
all he ever was. Call Morris. Tell him to go across the 
street and take the son of a bitch down.’ 

‘My pleasure.’ 

The rookie staggered to the doorway of the bathroom, 
wiping his lips with a washcloth. 

‘Mr Vail, there’s something in here for Major Stenner.’ 

Vail went into the bathroom. There was a box 
addressed to Stenner sitting in the bathtub. Below the 
name was scrawled: 

What are fears but voices airy, 
whispering harm where harm is not. 

And deluding the unwary, 
until the fatal bolt is shot. 

Vail opened the box and stared into the face of Harry 
Shoat. 



Thirty-Six 


Morris and Soloman banged on the door of the halfway 
house until a young man with long hair tied back in a 
ponytail stumbled down the stairs and cracked open the 
door. 

‘Huh?’ he said. 

Morris showed him his ID. ‘Police, open up,’ he said. 

‘Police!’ the young man said in a panic. 

‘We’re just checking on the new man,’ Morris said as 
he and Solomon brushed past him and went up the stairs. 
Through the door, they heard Vulpes’s raspy voice singing 
a duet with Durante. 

‘Make someone happy ...’ 

‘Open up, police!’ Morris demanded. He tried the door. 
It was unlocked. The titles of the movie were rolling as 
they burst into the room. Morris froze when he saw the 
tape recorder. 

‘Make just someone happy ...’ 

Solomon stared bleakly into the empty room. ‘Shit, he 
bluffed us out, Bobby,’ he moaned. 

Vail was just leaving Rebecca Hutchinson’s apartment 
when the phone rang. He listened while Morris babbled 
on the other end. His mind raced ahead of the conver¬ 
sation. 

‘Get the Chicago PD over there right now and give 
them a full report,’ he said. ‘I’ll be back at the office.’ 

The question now: Where was Vulpes? 

Shock Johnson answered that question with more bad 
news. 

‘Where are you?’ the police lieutenant asked. 

‘In the car heading back to the office,’ Vail answered. 

‘Go straight to the hospital, Marty. Stampler got Jane 
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Venable and Abel. They’re alive but just barely. Should 
be arriving in Emergency about now. He killed our house 
guard.’ 

‘Goddamn! God damn him!’ Vail cried. ‘What hap¬ 
pened?’ he asked Johnson. 

‘He killed our man and jumped Abel and Jane when 
they arrived at her house. She got a couple of shots off 
and sent him packing in Stenner’s car. That’s all she told 
us before she passed out. Some neighbours heard the 
shots and called it in. We have an APB out on him now, 
but our pictures are all ten years old.’ 

‘Get your artist to put twenty pounds and ten years on 
him and get it to the media. Also I suggest a five-state 
alarm. If he breaks out of Chicago, God knows how long 
it may take to track him down.’ 

‘Done. I heard about what happened with the woman. 
We found the rest of Shoat out at his place. She must’ve 
been doing Shoat while Stampler was doing his dirty 
work at Venable’s house.’ 

‘Stampler faked my people out,’ said Vail. ‘Sneaked 
out of the halfway house.’ 

‘Christ, what the hell’s goin’ on, Marty?’ 

‘Stampler is what’s going on. He’s on the loose and 
who knows what he’s got in mind.’ 

‘What do we tell the press?’ 

‘You tell them the truth. Shock. How’s Eckling reacting 
to all this?’ 

‘He’s at a convention in Atlanta. I haven’t talked to 
him yet.’ 

‘Well, we’ve got three dead people, including a cop and 
a judge, two people in the hospital, and a mass murderer 
on the loose. You better break the news before he sees 
it on TV.’ 

‘See you at the hospital.’ 

‘Yeah.’ Vail hung up. 

Meyer, not a cowboy behind the wheel by any means, 
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took off like an antic teenage^ threading through traffic 
with his hand on the horn. 

‘Doesn’t this car have a siren?’ Vail yelled. 

‘No, sir.’ 

‘Harvey, get a damn siren put on this thing tomorrow!’ 

‘Yes, sir. What’d he say about Abel?’ 

‘They’re both hanging on, whatever the hell that 
means.’ 

Ten minutes later Meyer screeched into the emergency 
parking lot and pulled up against a brick wall near the 
entrance. Vail was out of the car before Meyer set 
the brakes, taking the steps to the loading dock two at a 
time and pushing open the swinging doors, startling the 
short, chubby nurse with round eyes and heart-shaped 
lips who was sitting at the receiving desk. 

‘I’m Martin Vail. Any report on Jane Venable or Abel 
Stenner?’ 

‘They’re both in the OR,’ the nurse said. ‘That’s all I 
can tell you at this time.’ 

‘I’m the DA. These people are on my staff. Can’t you 
do a little better than that? How bad are they?’ 

‘You’ll have to wait until the doctors came out,’ she 
answered apologetically. ‘I really don’t know anything. 
I’m sorry.’ 

Meyer and St Claire joined him a moment later. Vail 
paced the hall, staring at the operating-room doors. The 
nurse, obviously accustomed to relatives and friends of 
emergency victims in the halls, leaned across the desk 
and in a half-whisper said to St Claire, ‘There’s a visitors’ 
room down the hall. Coffee machine, soft chairs, a TV. 
I’ll call you soon as I - ’ 

‘Thank ya, ma’am. I don’t think he’s gonna leave this 
hall till he knows something.’ 

‘That could be a while.’ 

‘I know th’ man real good. He ain’t movin’ till he 
knows the score. What’s happening?’ 
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‘They took them into prep about fifteen minutes ago. 
I expect they’re both in surgery by now.’ 

‘Thanks.’ 

Vail leaned against the wall and stared up at a clock 
over the operating-room doors. It was eleven-twenty. 
Stampler had been free less than twelve hours. 

Aaron Stampler lurked in the darkness, watching the 
gate. He was on the first-floor landing of a six-storey 
deck that provided private parking for tenants in the 
attached apartment building. The gate was activated by 
a card similar to a credit card. Stampler had lucked on 
to the building after dumping Stenner’s car. It was nearly 
midnight. He reasoned that anyone coming in now was 
probably in for the evening and would not miss his or 
her car until morning. It was a perfect setup for him. 

He had passed up a car with two couples in it. It 
seemed risky to him. He decided to wait. Ten minutes 
passed and a two-door BMW pulled up to the gate. In it 
was a man and he was by himself. Perfect. 

As the car drove past and started up the ramp to the 
second floor, Stampler ran up the stairs. He peered 
through the door. He was in luck. The BMW was pulling 
into a parking space in a dark corner. Stampler threw the 
bloody towel into a waste can, ran across the lighted 
section of the deck, and ducked behind a row of cars, 
then crept down the row towards the parked car. The 
driver got out. He lowered the driver’s seat and leaned 
into the back of the car, taking out a leather satchel. He 
put it on the ground and locked the car door. 

Stampler was hunched behind the car next to his. He 
waited until the driver passed him, then he moved like 
an animal, soundlessly, taking two long steps, and grab¬ 
bed the man’s head with both hands, one under his chin, 
the other on the back of his head. He snapped the driver’s 
neck like a breadstick. The man sagged as Stampler 
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caught him under the arms and dragged him back to the 
car. 

Down below, he heard the gate open and a car drive 
through. Stampler looked around frantically. The driver’s 
satchel was sitting in the middle of the driveway. He 
quickly opened the trunk of the car, rolled the driver’s 
body inside, then ran and picked up the satchel. He 
unlocked the door of the BMW just as the car approached 
the second-floor deck. Stampler jumped in and lay 
across the front seat just as the car circled onto the second 
floor. The car’s lights swept past the windshield, then 
continued on up the ramp. 

Stampler sat up and studied the instrument panel of 
the car. Until tonight he had not driven an automobile in 
ten years. The car had everything: a tape and CD player, 
cruise control, heat, ait; and a telephone. He opened the 
leather satchel. The first thing he saw was the 
stethoscope. 

He had killed a doctor. 

He rooted through the satchel, found bandages and 
hydrogen peroxide. He had to duck down twice as other 
cars entered the parking facility. He finished cleaning his 
wound. His jaw was already swollen and beginning to 
discolour. He covered the gash with a thin bandage. There 
were several kinds of painkillers, but Stampler ignored 
them. He had to stay alert. 

He got out of the car, opened the trunk, retrieved the 
dead man’s wallet, and got back in the car. He searched 
through the wallet One hundred and eighty-seven dollars 
and several credit cards. Not bad. The man’s name was 
Steven Rifkin. According to his ID, he was a staff doctor 
at the University Medical Center. Under ‘person to notify 
in case of an accident’: his mother. 

God, am I in luck, thought Stampler. He lives alone. 
Nobody’s waiting up for him. If his luck held, it could 
be late morning before the doctor was missed. 

Stampler took two maps from his inside pocket, 
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stretched them out on the seat next to the city map, and 
found his location. With his finger, he traced a route to 
Interstate 80. He felt suddenly secure. Once he got on 
the Interstate, he could get lost in traffic. He looked 
at the dashboard clock: 11:25. He started the car and 
left the parking lot. 

As Stampler was making his way towards the inter¬ 
state, Shock Johnson arrived at the emergency room, 
looking harried and unhappy. 

‘We got two TV stations and a radio reporter outside,’ 
he said. ‘They’re at Shoat’s place and at the Hutchinson 
woman’s apartment. They’re on this story like ants on 
honey. What’s the news here?’ 

‘No news yet,’ Vail said, and began pacing the hallway 
outside the operating rooms again. 

‘I called Eckling,’ Johnson went on, falling in beside 
Vail. ‘He’s doing barrel rolls over this. He’s taking the 
red-eye back here. Gets in at six. He says to stall 
the press.’ 

‘How the hell can you stall he press? We need the 
media now. We have to put the heat on Stampler.’ 

‘We found Stenner’s car parked in a dead-end alley off 
Wabash.’ 

‘He’s going to lift another set of wheels, bank on it,’ 
said Vail. ‘He’s too smart to stay around here.’ 

‘I talked to the state police. They’ve alerted Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Indiana, Ohio, and Missouri. I got Cal Murphy 
updating the photo. We should have it on HITS in 
another two, three hours.’ 

A youthful doctor with his hair askew and his gown 
blood splattered came out of the OR. He fell against the 
wall, pulled down his face mask, and pinched exhaustion 
from his eyes. He dug under the robe and took out a 
cigarette. Vail walked over to him and offered a light. 

‘Thanks,’ the doctor said, drawing in the smoke and 
blowing it towards the ceiling with a sigh. He stared at 
Vail, his eyes etched with weariness. 
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‘You’re the DA, aren’t you?’ he said. 

‘Yes, Martin Vail. This is Lieutenant Johnson, Chicago 
PD.’ 

‘You here about Venable and Stenner?’ 

Vail nodded. ‘What can you tell us?’ 

‘Stenner’s still on the table in three. It may be a while 
before we know anything. He has a deep stab wound, 
entered here - ’ he pointed to his side just under his rib 
cage - ‘angled up towards his heart. It’s a rough one.’ 

‘Is he going to make it?’ 

‘It’s a toss-up. He’s on the edge.’ 

‘How about Jane?’ 

‘She’s going to live, but she took a terrible blow to the 
right cheek. The bones in her face are crushed and we 
pulled a bone splinter from her right eye. She may lose 
it. She also has a concussion. She’s in for the long haul, 
constructive surgery, cosmetic work. What happened to 
her?’ 

‘The same madman that stabbed Stenner hit her with 
something,’ said Johnson. ‘We’re not sure yet, probably 
a brass lamp.’ 

‘Christ, what’re people coming to?’ he said, as much 
to himself as to Vail and Johnson. ‘I’ve got to go outside, 
we’re not supposed to smoke in here.’ 

‘Can I see her?’ 

‘Wait until they take her out of Recovery, okay? It’s a 
madhouse in there right now. Probably an hour or so.’ 

‘Thanks.’ 

‘Sure.’ 

Eve Wilonski, the night supervisor, came striding down 
the hall, her face looking like an angry bulldog’s. 

‘Well, Mr Vail, you’re becoming a fixture around here,’ 
she growled. 

‘I hardly have any choice,’ Vail answered, and there 
was anger in his tone. 

‘Is all this related in some way to your earlier visit?’ 
she asked, her voice softening. 
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‘Unfortunately. I’m afraid we’re going to be around 
here for a while,’ Vail said. ‘Sorry if we’re screwing things 
up.’ 

‘It’s the press, sir,’ she said. ‘They’re making a nuisance 
of themselves.’ 

Vail looked at Shock Johnson. 

‘I guess it’s time to make an official statement,’ he said, 
then turned to Mrs Wilonski. ‘Is there someplace we can 
hold a quick press conference without turning the hospi¬ 
tal inside out?’ 

‘We have a press room on the first floor,’ she said. ‘It’s 
all yours.’ 

Five miles away Stampler guided the stolen BMW onto 
Interstate 80. It was fairly crowded with people returning 
from dinner and the theatre. He manoeuvred into the 
fast-moving outside lane. It was eleven-thirty-five. With 
a self-satisfied smile, he headed east. 



Thirty-Seven 


The driving was going well, a breeze, in fact. Stampler 
had figured out the cruise control and set it on 70, a safe 
speed according to Rebecca. Hold it to 70, be sure to use 
your turn indicator when you pass, do not drive errati¬ 
cally, she had told him. It’s like swimming, she had told 
him. You never forget how. Don’t worry. 

Worry? He never worried. Worry was destructive. He 
remembered a quote from Emerson. ‘What fears you 
endured, from evils that never arrived.’’ Worry sapped 
his strength, fear drained his energy. Together they were 
destructive forces, distractions he could never afford. 

He turned his thoughts to Daisyland, to Max and 
Woodward, patronizing him, telling him how ‘well’ he 
was doing. Panderers. Treating him like a child. His grip 
on the steering wheel tightened until his knuckles almost 
glowed in the dark. God, would he like to see their faces 
now. 

The news was coming on and he turned up the radio. 

‘Good morning, this is Jerry Quinn with the two a.m. 
edition of the news. Updating the hottest story of the 
hour, in a bizarre murder case that is still unfolding, 
Supreme Court Judge Harry Shoat was brutally murdered 
in his Lakeshore condominium earlier tonight and his 
killer, a deranged woman, was shot and killed while 
resisting arrest less than an hour later. During a hastily 
called press conference at midnight, Lt. Shock Johnson 
of the Chicago Police Homicide Division told reporters 
Shoat was brutally murdered about 9 p.m. 

‘According to Johnson, Shoat’s body was mutilated 
and he was beheaded. His head was found an hour later 
in the apartment of Rebecca Hutchinson at 3215 Grace 
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Avenue. Ms Hutchinson was killed when she attacked 
one of the arresting officers with the same knife she 
allegedly used to kill Judge Shoat. 

‘Acting District Attorney Martin Vail, who joined 
Johnson at the press conference, said that his office has 
issued a murder warrant against Raymond Vulpes, aka 
Aaron Stampler, of a central city address. The warrant 
will charge Vulpes/Stampler with the murder of police 
officer John Rischel and the attempted murders of 
attorney Jane Venable and special officer Maj. Abel 
Stenner. 

‘Vail said these attacks took place at approximately the 
same time Shoat was killed by Hutchinson. Vail identified 
Vulpes as Aaron Stampler, confessed killer of Bishop 
Richard Rushman. Vail said Stampler was released from 
the state mental institution at Daisyland earlier in the 
day. Stampler has been a patient at Daisyland since 
the Rushman murder ten years ago. Ironically, Vail 
defended Stampler in the Rushman murder trial before 
becoming chief prosecutor of the district attorney’s office. 

‘Vail said Stampler will also be charged with one count 
of murder and two counts of attempted murder and 
mayhem in the attacks on well-known attorney Jane Ven¬ 
able and Maj. Abel Stenner, head of the DA’s Special 
Investigation Squad, both of whom also figured promi¬ 
nently in the Rushman case. Here is a portion of acting 
DA Vail’s statement. 

‘ “We have reason to believe that Aaron Stampler, 
during the past several years, communicated by computer 
with Ms Hutchinson, who was his teacher in grammar 
school. We also believe Stampler abetted Ms Hutchinson 
in two other murders. The murder of Mrs Linda Balfour 
at her home in Gideon, Illinois, last October, and Alex 
Lincoln, a UPD delivery person, in Hilltown, Missouri, 
a few weeks ago. In both cases, the MO was exactly the 
same as was used in the Rushman murder. Stampler also 
attacked attorney Jane Venable and detective Abel Sten- 
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ner at Ms Venable’s home. Both are in critical condition 
in the Intensive Care Unit of City Hospital but are 
expected to survive.” 

‘Police have issued a five-state alarm for Stampler and 
will have an updated photograph of him in about an 
hour. Stampler is thirty-five years old, five-nine, weighs 
one hundred and fifty pounds, and has blue eyes and 
blond hair. According to Ms Venable, she struck Vulpes 
during the attack and he has a severe laceration on the left 
side of his jaw. Police said Stampler should be considered 
armed and extremely dangerous - ’ 

Stampler snapped the radio off. 

‘Son of a bitch,’ he said aloud. ‘Son of a bitch!’ They 
killed Rebecca! How did Vail track her down ? What had 
gone wrong ? He slammed a fist into the steering wheel. 
His eyes glittered with hatred. Venable and Stenner, who 
sat on the witness stand and told the court that Stampler 
was faking it, had survived. 

Well, he’d show them. Get-even time. Get-fucking-even 
time! 

He passed the sign on the edge of the interstate: 

SHELBYVILLE, NEXT EXIT. 

This time there wouldn’t be any mistakes. 

He pulled into a sprawling truck-stop complex and 
parked in a dark area off to the side of the restaurant. 
He checked his map and stuffed it in his pocket, then 
went through the doctor’s satchel again. He opened a flat 
leather case and his eyes gleamed. It was a set of scalpels. 
He took out the largest one, tapped his thumb on the 
blade, and drew a drop of blood. He sucked it off and 
slipped the razor-sharp tool in his breast pocket. He also 
took a hypodermic needle, a vial of morphine, and a 
large roll of adhesive tape from the bag. He got out of 
the car and locked it. He looked around. Nobody was 
near him. He hastily opened the trunk and threw the 
doctor’s satchel on top of Rifkin’s body. He slammed 
the trunk shut and walked off into the darkness. 
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Vail sat next to Jane Venable in the ICU. The entire right 
side of her face was swathed in bandages. IVs protruded 
from both arms, the narrow tubes, like snakes, curling 
up to bottles attached to the back of her head. Behind 
her, machines beeped and hummed as they measured her 
life signs. An oxygen mask covered her mouth and nose. 
Her limp hand, which he clutched between both of his, 
seemed cold and lifeless. 

He watched the clock on the wall. It was nearly 2:30 
a.m. Stenner had been in surgery for more than four 
hours. An hour earlier, one of the doctors had stepped 
briefly into the hall. 

‘We’re doing everything we can,’ the weary surgeon 
had told Vail. ‘He’s a lucky man. The point of that knife 
missed his heart by a quarter of an inch. If it had nicked 
the aorta he would have bled to death before the medics 
got to him.’ 

‘But he’s going to make it, right?’ Vail said, almost 
pleadingly. 

‘It’s touch and go. He’s still opened up, we’re having 
to do a lot of microsurgery. But he’s strong, in excellent 
physical condition, that’s going to help.’ 

Since then the tortured minutes had crawled by. 

Outside the ICU the entire staff had gathered at the 
hospital, monitoring phone calls in a small office Mrs 
Wilonski had hastily cleared out for them. But in the 
outside world there was nothing but silence. Stampler 
had simply vanished into the night. Was he holed up 
somewhere in the city? Had he stolen another car? Vail 
was overwhelmed with anxiety, guilt, and hatred towards 
the man who had so successfully conned them all and 
was now on a madhouse killing spree. 

He felt a slight pressure from Jane’s hand and looked 
over at her. Her lips moved under the oxygen mask. 

‘Take it off,’ her lips said. 

‘Can’t do that, Janie.’ 

‘Just a minute,’ the lips said. 
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‘Okay, just for a minute.’ Vail reached over and slid 
the face mask down to her chin. She squeezed his hand 
again. 

‘Hi,’ Vail said. 

‘Abel?’ she asked, her speech blurred by drugs. 

‘He’s carved up pretty badly, but they think he’s going 
to make it.’ 

‘Sav’d m’life, Marty.’ 

‘And you saved his.’ 

‘D’you catch Stampler?’ 

‘Not yet. Just a matter of time. I can’t stay long. I’m 
not even supposed to be in here.’ 

‘Pull rank, you’re th’ DA.. .’m I all smashed up, 
Marty?’ 

‘Nah. I know a good body shop, they’ll knock the 
dents out in no time.’ 

She smiled up at him. 

‘ ’Fraid m’ goin’ t’sleep again.’ 

‘Sleep well, my dear. I’ll be here when you wake up.’ 

‘Marty?’ 

‘Yeah?’ 

‘Kiss me?’ 

He leaned over and gently touched her lips with his. 

‘I love you.’ 

‘And I love you, Janie.’ 

And she drifted off again. 

She was in a deep, deep sleep, dreaming the dream she 
always dreamed: She was walking through dense fog, 
hearing the voices but never quite seeing the faces that 
went with them, those harpy songs that taunted her, 
luring her deeper and deeper into the mist. Help me, help 
me, help me, the voices cried until the sense of futility 
overwhelmed even her dreams, until suddenly she stepped 
into the hole and fell through the clouds, tumbling 
towards oblivion until she awakened with a start. 

This time as she moved through the cottony mist, her 
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feet froze in place and the haze blazed into light just 
before she fell. She awoke with a start. The bed-table 
light was on and her feet were tied to the foot of the bed. 
She tried to scream, but her mouth was bound with tape. 
Fear turned sour in her mouth. 

She looked around and saw, a few inches from her 
face, a scalpel. 

Its blade twinkled as it was twisted in the light’s beam. 
Her eyes gradually refocused on the face behind the scal¬ 
pel’s edge. 

‘Hi, Miss Molly,’ he said in the innocent Appalachian ■ 
accent he had discarded years before. ‘ ’Member me?’ 

She recognized Stampler immediately. Time had not 
changed him that much. Molly Arrington’s heart was 
pounding in her throat, her temples, her wrists. She 
was having trouble breathing through her nose. Behind 
him, she saw the open window, the curtains wafting lazily 
in the draft. She peered at him in terror, but then just as 
quickly - as she adjusted to waking up - she grew calm. 
Questions assaulted her mind. How did he get here? 
What was he doingf 

‘Listen to me,’ he said, and his voice was cold, calculat¬ 
ing, without accent or tone. ‘I’m going to take that tape 
off your mouth, but if you scream, if you talk above a 
whisper, I’ll make an incision right here’ - he put the 
point of the blade against her throat - ‘and cut out your 
vocal cords. It won’t kill you, unless maybe you drown 
in your own blood, but it will be almighty painful. Do 
we have an understanding?’ 

She slowly nodded. 

He picked a corner of the tape up with the tip of his 
little finger and then ripped it off. It tore her lips. Tears 
flushed her eyes, but she did not scream. 

‘That’s good, that’s very, very good,’ he said. ‘I always 
did admire your spunk. I suppose you have some 
questions?’ 

She did not answer but instead stared down in shock 
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at him. He was stark naked and erect, sitting in a chair 
beside the bed. 

‘Cat got your tongue?’ He chuckled. He moved the 
scalpel to the neckline of her silk nightshirt and drew 
the sharp blade slowly down the length of the shirt. It 
spread open in the wake of the incision until he had split 
it all the way to her knees. He took the knife and flipped 
first one side of the shirt, then the other, aside. 

‘There,’ he said, staring lasciviously at her naked body. 
‘Now we’re even.’ 

Still not a sound from her. 

‘Can’t you even say hello?’ 

She did not look at him. She stared at the ceiling. 

‘Talk to me!' he roared. 

She turned her head slowly towards him. 

‘Martin was right,’ she said. 

‘Oh, Martin was right. Martin was right,' he mimicked 
her. ‘Martin was finally right, you should say. And only 
because I let him know. I gave him the clues and he finally 
figured it all out.’ 

‘That’s what he said.’ 

‘Bright boy. Well, Doc, I don’t have much time. Got a 
lot to do before I’m on my way. Got to be waiting when 
he comes.’ 

‘Comes where?’ 

He just smiled. 

She did not ask again. 

He held the scalpel up again and regarded it with 
sensual pleasure. ‘Know what I like about knives, 
Doctor? I like the way they feel. I like their power. People 
have a visceral fear of knives. And they’re so efficient. 
All you have to do ...’ - he slashed the scalpel through 
the air - ‘... is that. Swish, and it’s all over. Exsanguin- 
ation. Instant rigor mortis. Instant'. All the air rushes out 
of the lungs. It’s such a ... a pure sound. Whoosh. Ten, 
fifteen seconds and it’s all over. And this? This is a master¬ 
piece. A scalpel. The ultimate blade. So beautiful.’ 
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‘It’s nice to know you killed them first, before you—’ 

‘Oh, she can talk. Before I what? Before I cleansed 
them? Before I blooded them?’ 

‘So that’s what you did. Cleansed them,’ she said with 
sarcasm. 

‘Oh, we’re going to push it, are we?’ 

‘Push what?’ she answered wearily. ‘I don’t doubt for 
a minute you’re going to kill me.’ 

‘I might surprise you.’ 

‘You can’t surprise me any more,’ she said. 

He stood up and began to stroke himself. His lips were 
twitching around a sickening leer. 

‘You always wanted it, didn’t you? Huh? Wanted me 
to throw you down on the floor of that cell and fuck 
your brains out.’ 

‘You’re delusionary.’ 

The smile vanished. The eyes went dead. 

‘Rebecca was right. Rebecca was always right. She was 
right about my brother and Mary. Get rid of them, she 
told me. Get rid of the hate. She was there when I stuffed 
the towels in the car window. And when they were cold 
and stiff, we did it in the front seat, right in front of 
them. Now you’re even, she said. Now you can forget 
them. Just like I forgot Shackles and Rushman and Peter 
and Billy. Just like I finally could forget Linda and that 
creepy little coward, Alex Lincoln. She told me you were 
in the pit, too, that you were just as nuts as the rest of 
us. You know what it’s like, don’t you? To be smarter 
than all of them, listen to them pampering, pandering, 
so righteous. So fucking proud of themselves playing 
God. And they were all wrong. All of you were wrong. 
That’s the best part of it all. Now everybody will know, 
the whole world will know.’ 

‘I was wrong,’ Molly said. ‘You’re not delusionary, 
you’re demonic.’ 

‘Demonic,’ he sneered, raising his eyebrows. 
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‘Demonic,’ he repeated, savouring the word. ‘I like that. 
Is that a medical term?’ 

‘You want to kill the people that kept you alive.’ 

‘Alive. You call ten years in bedlam alive ?’ 

‘Would you have preferred the electric chair?’ 

‘I would have preferred freedom. He played games 
with me.’ 

‘He did the best he - ’ 

‘He fucked me to protect that miserable faggot Rush- 
man. He had the tape. Not a woman on that jury would 
have found me guilty if they had seen the tape. Christ, 
after that he had plenty of room for reasonable doubt. A 
second person in the room, temporary insanity, irresist¬ 
ible impulse. But nooo, he had to play the clever boy, 
protecting Rushman’s good name, sucking that pros¬ 
ecutor into his game. And you went along with it.’ 

‘You tricked yourself. You provided the multiple per¬ 
sonality defence...’ 

‘I didn’t know you two would use it to sell me out. I 
knew when he came up to see me in Daisyland the other 
day he was going to try and ruin me. Hell, he would have 
looked like a fool if he tried to stop me from leaving, but 
he was too smart for that. We had the perfect plan, Hydra 
and me. Hydra got Shoat and I was supposed to get 
Venable. I could have been back in the room with a 
perfect alibi. I could’ve laughed at Vail. I could’ve got 
them all - Venable, Shoat, Stenner, you - all but Vail. I 
would’ve let him live in his own hell. Then that bitch , 
Venable, screwed me up. Look at my face. She did that!’ 

Molly said nothing. She stared at him in disgust as he 
straddled her, resting on his knees. 

‘He should’ve pleaded temporary insanity, i could have 
walked out of there free and dear.’ 

‘That’s ridiculous, he couldn’t - ’ 

‘ Don’t speak to me like that!' 

‘I’m sorry.’ 


463 



‘You’re not sorry. You’re patronizing me. You should 
know better. 

She shut up and stared at the ceiling again. 

‘Vail was so fucking clever, playing all those little legal 
games of his in court, dicking around with that insuffer¬ 
able Shoat. Jesus, I could have done better.’ 

No answer. 

‘Ten years of drugs and shock treatments, egomaniac 
doctors, panderers, panderers, they were all fucking pan¬ 
der er s' 

He turned to the night table and put the scalpel down. 
He picked up a hypodermic needle, stared at its point. He 
picked up the vial of morphine, inserted the needle into 
it, working the plunger until it was full of the deadly 
painkiller. 

‘Well, now, Mr Vail understands what it’s like to hate 
enough to kill. And it’s going to get worse.’ He settled 
down on her and held the needle in front of her face. 
‘One hundred ccs. Doc. Permanent sleep, like the shot 
they give you when they put you away like a dog. I’ll 
give it to you a little bit at a time, so the pain won’t be 
so bad. A cc here, a cc there, here a cc, there a cc ..he 
sang. 

He had lost it, she realized. Disassociated. Calm 
replaced by rage. Whatever he was going to do, he would 
do, she knew that now. She closed her eyes and waited 
with an eerie calm for the inevitable. She hardly felt the 
needle when it pierced her arm. 



Thirty-Eight 


An exhausted young surgeon walked out of operating 
room three. He was surprisingly young, a tall, lean man 
with his long black hair tucked up under his green surgi¬ 
cal cap. His surgical gown and shoe mittens were blood- 
spattered. His eyes were bloodshot. He pulled off his 
mask and breathed a sigh of relief. Vail approached him. 

‘Doctor? I’m Martin Vail. Any news?’ 

The young doctor smiled and held out a large hand 
with long, delicate fingers. ‘It’s a pleasure, Mr Vail. I’m 
Alex Rosenbloom. Your man Stenner is one tough 
cookie.’ 

‘He’s going to make it, then?’ 

Rosenbloom nodded. ‘But an hour ago I wouldn’t have 
bet on it. We almost lost him twice.’ 

‘Thank you, sir. Thank you very much.’ 

The young doctor slapped Vail on the shoulder. ‘I’m 
thankful I didn’t have to bring bad news out,’ he said. 
‘Look, I know you’ve been very patient. They’re taking 
him into Recovery now. You can stick your head in for 
just a minute.’ 

‘Thanks. There are a lot of us here that thank you.’ 

‘I heard the whole DA’s staff is here,’ Rosenbloom said. 
‘He must be a very special person.’ 

‘Yes, he is.’ 

Vail entered the small recovery room. Stenner seemed 
frighteningly tiny and frail. He looked grey and vulner¬ 
able with his arms attached to a half-dozen IV tubes and 
various machines beeping and humming beside his bed. 
Vail took his hand. 

‘Welcome back,’ he said softly. 

Stenner groaned. 
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‘Can you hear me, Abel?’ 

Stenner’s eyes opened a hair and he stared, unfocused, 
at his friend. He blinked his eyes once. 

‘You’re going to be okay, my friend. And so is Janie. 
Thank you. Thank you.’ 

Stenner slowly blinked his eyes again. 

‘We’ve got Stampler in our sights,’ Vail lied. ‘Just a 
matter of time.’ 

Under the oxygen mask, he saw Stenner’s lips form the 
word ‘Good.’ Then his hand slipped out of Vail’s and he 
fell asleep. 

Vail stood by the window, staring out at the first red 
signs of dawn. It was nearing 5 a.m. and everyone was 
exhausted. But the crisis seemed to be over. Both Stenner 
and Venable were holding their own and for that Vail 
was grateful. He gathered the troops together. 

‘I think it’s safe to call it a night - or a morning,’ he 
said with an attempt at a smile. ‘I’d like to work in shifts, 
keep somebody here around the clock. Naomi, work up 
a schedule, okay? I’m going to hang in here for a while 
longer.’ 

‘I ain’t goin’ nowheres,’ St Claire said emphatically. 

‘Me neither,’ Meyer joined in. 

‘Look, we all need to get some rest,’ Naomi said, taking 
command. ‘Let’s not forget we still have an office to run.’ 

‘I’m going outside and have a cigarette,’ Vail said. He 
went down the long hallway and out on the emergency 
dock. There was very little activity. The chaos of the night 
before had been replaced by an eerie calm. He lit up and 
watched the sky begin to brighten. Parver and Flaherty 
joined him. 

‘I hate to bring this up,’ Parver said, ‘but Stoddard is 
up for arraignment tomorrow. What’re we going to do?’ 

‘Postpone it until we see how Jane is doing. Hell, I 
don’t want to deal with that right now.’ 

‘I’m sorry,’ she answered. ‘I’ll take care of it.’ 
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‘You’re still having mixed feelings about Stoddard, 
aren’t you?’ 

She thought for a minute and nodded. ‘After finding 
that stuff in that closet room, I...’ She hesitated for a 
moment, then finished the sentence. ‘Don’t worry, I’ll 
handle it properly.’ 

‘I know you will.’ He smiled at Flaherty, who stood 
quietly by, holding her hand. ‘You two take care of each 
other. Time has a bad habit of running out when you 
least expect it.’ 

‘Yes, sir.’ 

‘Better go home and get some shut-eye.’ 

The emergency doors swung open and St Claire peered 
out. 

‘I think we got us a break,’ he said. 

Buddy Harris was on the phone. The state police officer 
had been up all night, fielding false alarms and the usual 
nut calls that result from an APB. It seemed everybody 
in the city of Chicago had seen Stampler during the long 
night. 

‘But I think we got a live one,’ he told Vail. ‘I just got 
a call from the Indiana HP. They think they’ve tumbled 
on a stolen car with Illinois plates and an MD’s tag. 
Probably wouldn’t have noticed it for hours except the 
dumb bastard parked in a handicapped space next to a 
diner. It was spotted by a waitress a little after two a.m., 
so it’s been parked there for a couple of hours. They ran 
the registration. It’s owned by a Dr Steven Rifkin. There’s 
no answer at his house, so I called the University Medical 
Center. They say he checked out of there about ten-thirty 
last night. Apparently he had a really hard day and was 
going straight home to bed.’ 

‘You say Indiana has the car?’ 

‘Yeah. In a place outside Indianapolis called Shel¬ 
by ville.’ 

Vail thought for a moment. The name struck a chord. 
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Then he remembered the shrink at the Justine Clinic 
telling him Rene Hutchinson had taken computer lessons 
in Shelbyville. 

‘Jesus, Buddy, that’s only a few miles from the Justine 
Clinic. My God! He’s going after Molly Arrington. Call 
the Indiana patrol, tell them to get an address on a Dr 
Molly Arrington in Winthrop and get over there on the 
double. I’m going out to the airport and fly down there.’ 

‘Hell, that isn’t necessary, Marty, they got—’ 

‘I’ll call you from the airport. Just get on it, Buddy.’ 

Vail turned to Naomi. ‘Call Hawk Permar and tell him 
we need the chopper. There’s going to be three of us and 
we’re going about thirty miles southeast of Indianapolis, 
a town called Winthrop. If he starts bitching, tell him I’ll 
personally throw in a two-hundred-dollar bonus.’ 

‘Three passengers?’ St Clare said. 

‘You, me, and Flaherty. We’re going down there to find 
that son of a bitch and bring him back.’ 

They were airborne, swinging south from the airport and 
following Interstate 65 towards Indianapolis. The pilot, 
Matt Permar, who had earned the nickname Hawk flying 
choppers in Vietnam, was grumbling about not getting 
enough sleep as he followed the interstate straight 
towards Indianapolis. A chunky, good-humoured man, 
he was an excellent pilot who loved to gripe - a hangover 
from his army days. 

‘What’ya mumblin’ about?’ St Claire asked. 

‘Cockamamie DA, never does anything at normal 
hours. It’s always the middle of the night or dawn. Always 
spur of the moment - ’ 

‘Blah, blah, blah,’ said Vail. ‘You can always say no.’ 

‘You pay too well,’ Hawk answered. 

‘Then stop bellyaching,’ Vail said. 

‘Bellyaching is good. Bellyaching is normal. I love to 
bellyache. If I didn’t bellyache. I’d be a fruitcake by now.’ 

‘Ain’t nobody ever told ya. Hawk. You are a fruitcake,’ 
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St Claire said, and stuffed a wad of tobacco under his 
lip. 

The gripe session was cut short by the squawk of the 
radio. It was Harris, who was still on duty. 

‘I got some bad news from Winthrop, Marty,’ he said, 
his voice getting hoarse from lack of sleep. 

‘I’m prepared for that. Lay it on me.’ 

‘Molly Arrington’s dead, Martin. Spread-eagled on her 
bed, body mutilated, probably was raped. The weirdest 
thing about it is, he pumped her full of enough morphine 
to kill her even if he hadn’t cut her up. He also printed 
in blood on her torso the words “I’m waiting”. Does any 
of that make sense to you?’ 

Vail was thinking about Molly. Gentle Molly, who had 
never hurt a soul in her life. ‘Nothing that bastard does 
makes any sense,’ he said angrily. 

‘He stole her car, probably been on the road at least 
two, maybe three hours. There’s nothing you can do 
there, Marty. The creep could be anywhere.’ 

Vail did not answer immediately. He thought about the 
message. 

‘I’m waiting.' And then suddenly it did make sense. 
There was only one place Stampler could go. He couldn’t 
go back to Chicago and by now the whole country knew 
the story. He would go back to where it had started. Vail 
grabbed the sectional map and traced a path with his 
finger south from Shelbyville. His finger finally found 
what he was looking for. 

‘I know where to find him,’ he said. ‘We’ll pass on 
Winthrop. Head for Crikside, Kentucky.’ 

‘Huh?’ Hawk said. 

‘Where?’ Harris said. 

‘Crikside, spelling C-r-i-k-s-i-d-e. Call the Kentucky HP 
and fill them in. Hold on a minute.’ He made an arch 
with his thumb and forefinger and measured the distance 
south of Indianapolis. 

‘About one hundred and seventy-five miles and we’re 
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still one hundred miles from Indianapolis. How about it, 
Matt, how long?’ 

‘What, two hundred and seventy-five miles? Hour and 
a half, maybe two. What’s the weather like down there?’ 

‘Who cares?’ said Vail. 

‘I care!’ Hawk hunched down in his seat and shoved 
the throttles forward. ‘I know the weather’s for shit,’ he 
said. 

‘Just keep flying south towards Louisville.’ 

‘You really think that’s where the son-bitch’s headin’?’ 
St Claire said. 

‘There’s no place else left for him to go,’ Vail said. ‘He 
had this thing planned out perfectly. He sneaked out of 
the halfway house. His plan was to kill Jane and me 
while Rebecca killed Shoat. She sneaks back to her place, 
he sneaks back into the halfway house, and we would be 
his alibi.’ 

‘How about Rebecca takin’ off Shoat’s head?’ 

‘She collected trophies, remember?’ said Flaherty. ‘It’s 
what serial killers do, just like hunters collect antlers or 
animal heads. That was her trophy, Harve. She was going 
to send it to Abel, the way she left the photo of Linda 
Balfour when she killed Alex Lincoln.’ 

‘Stampler only made one mistake,’ said Vail. 

‘The call to the hospital,’ said Flaherty. 

‘Right,’ agreed Vail. ‘And he underestimated Jane Ven¬ 
able. When he couldn’t kill her, he was on the run, his 
plan was blown. His face is on every TV station in the 
country by now. My guess is, he’s playing head games 
with me now.’ 

‘And he killed Molly Arrington - ’ Flaherty started to 
say. 

‘To goad me. He’s finished and he knows it.’ Vail 
finished the sentence. ‘He’s going to make catching him 
as tough as he can. Let’s say he snatched the doctor’s car 
at eleven, eleven-thirty. That put him in Shelbyville at 
around two a.m., about the time a waitress spotted the 
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car parked in a handicapped zone. Winthrop’s just out¬ 
side the outskirts of Shelbyville. He could’ve walked to 
Arrington’s house from there in, say, half an hour. That 
puts him at Arrington’s at between two-thirty and three. 
An hour to do his dirty work and get out with her car. 
From there to Louisville is about a hundred miles, say 
another two hours.’ 

‘So he was in Louisville maybe half an hour ago,’ Hawk 
calculated. 

‘It’s another one hundred and twenty miles to Crikside. 
If he gets through the weather he could be in Crikside, say, 
two and a half, three hours from now. With luck we may 
just catch him while he’s still on the road.’ 

‘We gotta stop and refuel,’ Hawk said. 

‘Do it in Louisville,’ said Vail. 

‘Mind if I ask a question?’ Flaherty said. 

‘What’s that?’ Vail answered. 

‘We don’t even have a warrant for Stampler. Is this 
legal?’ 

‘I’m making a citizen’s arrest,’ said Vail. 

‘Citizen’s arrest?’ 

‘That’s right. I’m arresting him for stealing Molly 
Arrington’s car. We’ll charge him with the rest of his sins 
when we get him back to Chicago.’ 

‘Citizen’s arrest.’ St Claire laughed. ‘You sound like 
Barney Fife.’ 

‘Sounds like kidnapping to me,’ grumbled Hawk. 

‘Well, keep that notion to yourself,’ Vail said. 

The radio squawked to life again. Harris’s calm voice 
reported the latest developments. ‘We’ve alerted the Ken¬ 
tucky state cops and the sheriff of the county, but they 
got traffic problems down there. They got themselves a 
spring snowstorm and a lot of traffic problems.’ 

‘A snowstorm! I knew it. I knew it!’ Hawk howled. 

‘Just keep flying,’ said Vail. 

‘They aren’t all steamed up over the possibility that he 
might have killed a woman and he might be on his way 
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to Crikside,’ Harris continued. ‘They said they’ll get 
somebody over to check it out by noon or one o’clock.’ 

‘Shit,’ Vail snapped. 

‘I got some more bad news,’ Harris went on. ‘Indiana 
HP popped the trunk on that car. The doctor’s body was 
inside. Broken neck.’ 

‘That makes three so far he’s personally killed,’ Vail 
said bitterly. 

‘One other thing, Arrington’s car is a ’93 black Camaro 
two-door, licence: J32 576. Got that?’ 

‘Got it.’ 

‘And be careful, you’re flying into the Cumberland 
Mountains down there. Good luck.’ 

‘Thanks for the help. Buddy. Over and out.’ 

‘Snow and mountains,’ Hawk groaned. ‘Two of my 
favourite things. All we need now’s a little ground fire to 
make this a dream vacation.’ 



Thirty-Nine 


The chopper swung over the low ridge and dropped down 
closer to the road. Snow flurries splattered against the 
windshield. Below them the two-lane blacktop was still 
discernible although the snow was beginning to cover it. 
They had seen only three cars in the last twenty minutes. 
Hawk’s gaze jumped from window to windshield as he 
roared two hundred feet over the rugged terrain. Beside 
him, Vail was navigating from a roadmap. They were 
following the state road that led to Crikside. Behind 
them, St Claire and Flaherty also scanned the road, Flah¬ 
erty with a pair of binoculars. Hawk glanced at the clock. 

Nine-twenty-two. 

‘How am I doing?’ he yelled. 

‘We’re about ten miles from the place. It’s just over the 
next ridge.’ 

‘I can’t even see the next ridge,’ Hawk said. 

‘It’s eight or nine miles ahead of us. He can’t be far 
ahead of us, not with the road conditions the way they 
are.’ 

‘I thought we’d pick him up before this,’ Hawk 
answered. ‘He must be driving like a madman - if he’s 
coming here.’ 

‘He’s coming here,’ Vail answered with finality. ‘He 
just stopped off in Winthrop long enough to satisfy his 
blood lust, claim another victim.’ 

‘I think we missed him,’ Hawk said. 

‘We ain’t missed him,’ said St Claire. ‘Marty’s right, 
been right all along.’ 

‘You having one of your nudges?’ Flaherty asked with¬ 
out taking his eyes off the road. 
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‘This ain’t a nudge, it’s a reality,’ Vail said, imitating 
St Claire’s gruff voice. Their laughter eased the tension. 

Flaherty leaned forward, the binoculars tapping the 
side window. ‘I got some tracks,’ he said. 

‘Where?’ the others asked, almost in unison. 

‘Right under us. They’re blowing off the road, but 
there’s a car somewhere in front of us. Can we get lower?’ 

‘This thing don’t do well underground,’ Hawk 
answered. But he dropped down another fifty feet. 

‘See anything?’ Flaherty asked Vail. 

‘I can’t see that far up the road. I’m not sure how close 
we are to that ridge. Maybe we ought to gain a little 
altitude. I can’t tell exactly where we are on this map.’ 

‘There it is,’ said Flaherty. 

They peered down in front of the chopper. Through 
the rushing snowflakes a car was visible racing through 
the storm. 

Flaherty said, ‘It’s black... I can’t tell the make, but 
it’s a two-door.’ 

‘Gotta be the son-bitch,’ St Claire said. He stuffed a 
fresh wad of tobacco into his cheek. 

‘We’re coming up on that ridge,’ Hawk said. ‘We could 
be a couple hundred feet short.’ He pulled back on the 
throttle, easing the chopper’s speed. 

‘You’re right on top of him,’ said Vail. ‘Slow her down 
a little more.’ 

Hawk cut the power a little more. He was heading for 
the ridge at about fifty miles an hour. 

Below them, Stampler heard the unmistakable sound of 
a helicopter. He looked out the car window. It was no 
more than a hundred feet above him. To his right was 
another ridge, thick with pine trees. Ahead of him he saw 
a turnoff. A faded sign said: 

KC&M 

HILLSIDE DIVISION 
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Stampler hit the brakes and almost lost it. The car 
skittered across the road, showered up snow as it ripped 
through a low drift, and then swung back on the road. 
He got the car under control and turned into the road. A 
wooden horse was stretched across the entrance. Stam¬ 
pler tore through it, showering bits of wood into the 
trees. The macadam road was pitted by disuse and bad 
weather. He was having trouble keeping the sedan on the 
road. But he was climbing up the side of the ridge, forcing 
the chopper to gain altitude. 

But it didn’t. He could hear it, chung, chung, chung, 
chung over his head. The car skewed beneath him, its 
wheels spinning helplessly on the snow-packed road. He 
lost control, slammed on the brakes, and sent the car into 
a wild spin. It teetered on the edge of a ditch, then spun 
out the other way and plunged off the road. Stampler 
saw the trees hurtling towards him, crossed his arms over 
the steering wheel, and put his head against them as the 
car swiped one tree and crashed into the one beyond 
it. The bonnet flew up and shattered the windshield. 
Stampler’s arms took the brunt of the blow. Numbly, he 
felt for the door handle, pulled it back, and tumbled out 
of the car. Small whirlwinds of snow spun around him 
and he looked up. The chopper was fifty feet over his 
head. He dived into the trees and started running. 

Hawk looked around at the forest that encroached on 
him. Tree limbs reached treacherously out over the road. 

‘I’m not sure I’ve got enough room to put down here,’ 
he yelled. ‘But it’s a helluva lot safer than trying to follow 
him up this damn mountain.’ 

He lowered the helicopter slowly to the ground. The 
rotors thrashed at the tree limbs, snapping them off, 
scattered the debris into the air. Hawk eased it down, felt 
the skids hit the ground and settle in. 

‘Okay, we’re down,’ he said, and Vail, Flaherty, and St 
Claire scrambled out. Vail vaulted the ditch and took off 


475 



after Stampler, with Flaherty close behind. St Claire 
wasn’t as lucky. He slipped on the muddy bank and fell, 
twisting his ankle. 

‘KeeRISTF he yelled. Vail turned, raced back to him. 

‘Just get goin’,’ St Claire said. ‘It ain’t broke. Here, 
take this.’ 

He pulled the .357 from under his arm and handed it 
to Vail. When Vail hesitated, St Claire said, ‘Hell, you 
might not use the damn thing, but it’s one helluva good 
scare card.’ 

Vail took the gun and ran off into the forest. 

Stampler stumbled out into a clearing, gasping for breath, 
clutching at the pain in his side. He was in front of the 
shambles of a wooden office building, boarded up and 
rotting. He stared around at the snowy landscape. His 
gaze settled on the muscular steel framework of a lift. It 
was vaguely familiar, the relic, now idle and rusted. A 
large sign said: 

CLOSED 

TRESPASSERS WILL BE PROSECUTED 
KENTUCKY COAL AND MINING COMPANY 

Even obscured by snow, the place began to take on an 
air of familiarity. Memories began nibbling at his mind 
and with them a gnawing sense of apprehension. In his 
mind, he heard the sound of the lift clinking and groaning 
as it lowered men into the guts of the earth. Blackened 
faces and haunted eyes filtered through his flashback like 
demons in a nightmare. 

He remembered awakening on his ninth birthday, 
seeing the hard hat with the ominous lamp on the front 
perched on the chair beside his bed, and the fear that 
went with his ‘present’. He remembered shrinking down 
on the bed, trying to keep from crying, knowing that on 
this day he was going down into the hole, that fearful 
pit, for the first time; being so terrified, he threw up on 
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the way there; and the boss man standing right where he 
was standing now in front of the office, looking down at 
him, grinning, telling him today he was going to become 

‘Stampler!’ 

Stampler turned and, there, across the snowy clearing, 
stood Vail. Perhaps fifty yards away, on the opposite side 
of the clearing. From the corner of his eye he saw another 
man emerge from the forest, a younger man, who joined 
Vail. They stood and waited for him. 

Stampler started across the clearing, past the ghostly 
silhouette of the lift shaft, heading for the opposite side 
of the clearing, the snow squeaking underfoot as he made 
his way across a low mound that separated him from his 
nemesis. 

‘Stampler!’ 

Vail raised his hand. He was aiming a gun at him. The 
other one, the younger one, also had a pistol, but he 
stood with his gun hand lowered at his side. 

The ground seemed to groan underfoot. 

Vail aimed the gun over Stampler’s head and fired a 
shot. Its thunder echoed through the trees and snow 
showered down from the limbs. Stampler stopped, glared 
across the white expanse at Vail. 

‘You wouldn’t shoot an unarmed man, would you, 
Counsellor?’ 

‘Don’t kid yourself.’ 

Stampler leered at him. ‘Know what it’s like, now, don’t 
you, Marty? Blood for blood. We’re not that different, 
you and me.’ 

Vail did not answer. He pondered the question, think¬ 
ing about the carnage of the last twelve hours; about 
Abel and Jane fighting for their lives; about Shoat and 
Dr Rifkin and a good cop and poor Molly Arrington, 
innocents all, sacrificed on Stampler’s altar of vengeance. 
And about Rebecca, who had planted the seeds of Stam¬ 
pler’s hate and also had the blood of Alex and Linda on 
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her hands. Five people dead, three in just half a day, and 
two gravely injured. And of all his targets only Vail had 
escaped the madman’s wrath. 

Stampler slipped back into his Crikside accent for a 
moment. ‘Now, yuh know what I main, Marty. Feel it, 
don’t yuh? A hurtin’ in the chest. Yer stomach’s on fire. 
Head feels like it’s in a vice and somebody’s squaizin’ it 
tighter and tighter. Got a hard-on waitin’ fer it t’ happen. 
You feel it, don’t yuh, Marty? The urge to kill.’ 

Vail’s finger tightened on the trigger. 

‘Or maybe I shouldn’t call you Marty? Too familiar. 
How about Mr Vail? Or Mr Counsellor? Mr Prosecutor? 
Martin ? Oh, help me, Martin,’ he jibed, slipping easily 
from one accent to the other. ‘Ah’m so scairt and con¬ 
fused. I lost time, Martin, and Ah jest know sompin’ 
terrible has happened. Plaise help me, suh.’ 

Hate ate up Vail’s insides, assaulted his head, gnawed 
at his heart. Stampler was right, he wanted to squeeze 
the trigger, watch the bullet rip into his chest. He wanted 
to watch Stampler die. 

‘Marty?’ Flaherty said behind him. 

‘Stay out of it, Dermott.’ 

‘Let me go bring him in. You’re making me nervous.’ 

‘How ’bout it, Martin ? Can yuh help me, suh?’ Stam¬ 
pler began to laugh. ‘I’m goan turn ’round now, I’m jes’ 
gonna walk away from you. Go ahead, shoot an unarmed 
man in the back. That’s what you want to do, isn’t it?’ 

‘He’s pushing you, Marty.’ 

Vail felt the cold trigger against his finger. His fist 
tightened a little more. 

‘I know what he’s doing,’ Vail said. 

‘I’m going out there and get him.’ 

‘Stay right there, Dermott, can’t you read the sign?’ 

The sign, weather-scarred and leaning sideways in the 
drifting snow, said: 

DANGER UNSAFE DANGER 


478 



This mine shaft has been sealed 
No admittance to this area 
DANGER UNSAFE DANGER 

And behind it the mound in the snow was the cover 
that had been placed over the shaft years before. Vail 
called out to Stampler. ‘Put your hands behind your head 
and walk towards me.’ 

Stampler walked away from them. ‘Ah’m leavin now, 
Martin.’ He laughed harder. ‘Catch me if you can.’ 

‘You’re standing right over mine shaft five, Stampler,’ 
Vail called to him. ‘The hole. Remember the hole?’ He 
pointed to an old sign lying near the shed: kc&m mine 

NUMBER FIVE. 

Stampler hesitated. He looked back at Vail and Flah¬ 
erty, then at the rusting lift mount. The groaning, clink¬ 
ing, awful sound it used to make rang again in his ears. 
He looked down at his feet and his gaze pierced the snow 
and boards and plummeted into the darkness. He saw 
twelve men - eleven men and a boy - suspended under 
the steel mount, being lowered from the land of the living 
into that pit of pure darkness; men, old long before their 
years, bent over and stooped from chopping away at 
walls of coal; saw the light at the top of the shaft as it 
shrank, growing smaller and smaller until he couldn’t see 
it any more; dropped into air that smelled of bad eggs, 
with his mouth so dry his tongue stuck to his teeth. 
Dropping down into hell. A pitch-black hell. 

‘What’s with him?’ said Flaherty. ‘He’s just staring at 
the ground.’ 

The boards under Stampler’s feet whimpered and 
sagged ever so slightly. Stampler stared at his feet. Snow 
cascaded between the boards. His jaw began throbbing as 
his pulse increased. He took a step forward. The ancient 
boards, ruined by years of bad weather and neglect, 
groaned as Stampler’s weight tortured them. The plat¬ 
form sagged even more. He stopped - afraid to move 
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ahead and afraid to stay in place. He took a giant step, 
put his foot down gently, leaned forward, and swung the 
other leg beside it. There was a crack under his feet. It 
sounded like a rifle shot as the board underfoot broke. 

‘Oh, Jesus,’ Stampler said to himself. He started to 
run and with each step the rotted platform collapsed 
underfoot, disintegrating behind him as he dashed madly 
towards the trees. Then his leg crashed through the plat¬ 
form and he fell forward, felt the platform behind him 
start to fall away. He started to crawl and it cracked 
again. This time the platform began disappearing from 
under him. He leaned forward, reaching out, trying to 
find something to grab. His fingers burst through the 
snow, dug into the rotten wood. He pulled himself for¬ 
ward and another section broke away. He looked over his 
shoulder. Behind him, like an enormous, obscene black 
mouth, the hole kept spreading. 

‘Aw, Jesus!’ he screamed. He started to fall and he dug 
his fingernails deeper into the wood. His weight pulled 
at the nails, but they began to slide, and splinters, like 
needles, pierced his fingertips, jutted under his fingernails, 
and punctured the quick. He was too terrified to cry out 
in pain. He was scrambling for his life as the decayed 
platform disintegrated completely around him. 

The last boards gave way. 

Stampler looked back for an instant. His eyes locked 
on to Vail’s. His fingers scratched across the disintegrating 
platform and he vanished into the black maw. 

He did not scream. He did not utter a sound. He 
plunged soundlessly down, down, down. 

It was a very long time before they heard the dull, 
faraway thump; the faint clatter of wood slats as they 
plunged down behind him. Then it was deathly still 
except for the wind rattling the dead limbs of the trees. 

‘God almighty,’ Flaherty whispered. 

‘Save your prayers for somebody who deserves them,’ 


480 



Vail said. He turned and walked away from the gaping 
hole in the snow. 

They followed the road back to the chopper, which was 
waiting with its rotors idling. Vail and Flaherty helped St 
Claire into the helicopter and climbed aboard behind 
him. 

‘Where’s Stampler?’ he asked. 

‘Where he belongs,’ Vail answered. ‘In hell.’ 

The chopper lifted off and climbed towards the top of 
the ridge. Vail watched mine shaft five pass below them. 
He stared down at the black circle surrounded by fresh 
snow. It looked like the bull’s-eye of a target. He watched 
it until the chopper swept over the top of the ridge and 
he could no longer see Aaron Stampler’s grave. 




EPILOGUE 




The mixed aromas of ether, antiseptics, and disinfectant 
permeated the silent hallways of the hospital. Doctors 
and nurses consulted in hushed conversation at door¬ 
ways. Visitors wandered from rooms, some smiling and 
encouraged, other teary-eyed and wan as they struggled 
to comprehend bad news. Elation and melancholy walked 
hand-in-hand, and the atmosphere was charged with 
emotion. Nothing seemed commonplace in these corri¬ 
dors where strangers were drawn together by the 
common bonds of disease, misfortune, and mishap. 

Vail avoided everyone, speaking briefly when he could 
not avoid it, usually merely nodding to those he recog¬ 
nized as regulars or staff. He rushed to the hospital at 
the end of each day, first checking on Jane and Abel, then 
eating tasteless food in the cafeteria or standing outside 
the emergency door to grab a smoke. 

Martin Vail had always detested hospitals because they 
reminded him of the blackest and most agonizing days 
of his past. They evoked images, in sharp and painful 
focus, of his mother as they put her in an ambulance and 
carried her out of his life forever, the intensive care unit 
where his father lay dead from a coronary, the pale blue 
room in which he said farewell to Ma Cat, the grand¬ 
mother who had raised him, as she lay dying of cancer. 
Ironically, those images now had been replaced by relief 
and thanksgiving and by the sheer joy of knowing that 
Jane Venable and Able Stenner had been saved by the 
surgeons, nurses, and attendants in the emergency room 
at Chicago General. 

A few days after the demise of Stampler, Jack Yancey 
died as the result of his stroke, and Vail officially became 
the district attorney. Dr Samuel Woodward, under fire 
for his role in the release of Stampler, held a press confer¬ 
ence and, bolstered by half a dozen colleagues, weasled 
out of the situation with long-winded psychobabble. 

During the weeks that followed, Vail kept a nightly 
vigil between the hospital rooms of Jane Venable and 
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Abel Stenner, sleeping in the chair in Venable’s room 
and going home only to shower and change clothes on 
his way to work. Sometimes he sat beside Jane’s bed, 
holding her hand for an hour at a time, convinced that 
he was to blame for her pain and suffering, as well as 
Stenner’s. After all, he would reason to himself, he had 
been the instrument of Stampler’s bloody revenge, having 
provided in his plea bargain during Stampler’s trial the 
method that was used ten years later to free the monster. 

Stenner was making a remarkable recovery. By the end 
of the third week he would be taking short walks down 
the halls with the help of a walker. Jane, who faced 
several weeks of torturous facial reconstruction, seemed 
in constant good spirits despite the painful injuries and 
the loss of her eye. Weak but ebullient, her face swathed 
in bandages from her forehead to her jaw and bruises 
tainting her nose and throat, she was indomitable. Aaron 
Stampler dominated their talks. Ironically, it was Jane 
who bolstered Vail’s spirits during the long nights in the 
hospital as he fought with his conscience. 

‘Boy,’ she said one night, ‘I’ll bet Aaron Stampler’s 
sitting down in hell, laughing his buns off about now.’ 

‘What do you mean?’ 

‘Because he’s still getting to you, darling. He’s reaching 
out of his grave and pulling your chain. He conned every¬ 
one, Marty. Everybody bought his lie, why should you 
be any different?’ 

‘Because I helped manufacture the lie.’ 

‘He conned you, Marty. Admit it and forget it. Stam¬ 
pler isn’t worth five minutes of bad time. You’re a great 
lawyer. You did exactly what the law prescribes, you gave 
Stampler the best possible defence. You beat me fair and 
square, and believe me. I’ve thought a lot about the way 
you sandbagged me in the years since the trial. It was 
perfect. It was textbook stuff. The fact that the son of a 
bitch was guilty is beside the point.’ 

‘Beside the point?’ 
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‘Marty, how many lawyers do you know who ask their 
clients whether they’re guilty or not?’ 

‘What’s that got to do with anything? It’s immaterial.’ 

‘No, it’s practical. If the client did it, he’ll lie to you, 
so why bother to ask? You presume innocence and gather 
evidence to support that assumption, which you did bril¬ 
liantly.’ 

‘You’re talking like a college professor.’ 

‘And you’re acting like a student. I remember a quote 
from an article about you - years ago,’ Venable said. ‘I 
don’t remember the exact words, but in essence you said 
the only way for the law to remain strong is if we con¬ 
stantly attack its weaknesses.’ 

‘You have a good memory.’ 

‘Don’t you still feel that way?’ 

‘It doesn’t have a damn thing to do with the courtroom. 
It has to do with acting. The courtroom has become 
the theatre of the absurd. Which lawyer gives the best 
performance? How good is the judge? How gullible is 
the jury? The truth gets lost in the shuffle.’ 

‘Reality is what the jury perceives as truth. You also 
said that.’ 

‘Well, I was young and brash in those... do you 
remember everything you read?’ 

‘Just the stuff I agree with.’ She tried to laugh but it 
was painful. ‘Sure, it’s theatre. Sure, it’s the best man - 
or woman - wins. And yes, it’s all about swaying the 
jury. So what? Those are the rules. And you’re hella- 
ciously good at pushing the rules to the limit no matter 
what side you’re on.’ She paused a moment and winked 
her good eye. ‘It’s one of the reasons I love you,’ she said. 

‘I can’t even begin to list all the reasons I love you, 
Janey,’ he said. He leaned over and kissed her gently on 
the mouth. 

‘Don’t go away,’ she whispered. ‘Kiss me some more. 
Unless you’d like to lock the door and slide in beside me. 

‘You’re under sedation,’ he whispered back. 
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‘It wore off.’ 


Characteristically, when he brought up the subject with 
Stenner, the detective’s response was short and direct. 

‘You made a mistake ten years ago. You think you’re 
infallible, Marty?’ 

But the subject of Stampler could not be ignored. 

St Claire and Naomi had stayed on the phone for 
the first week or so, sorting through police records in 
Colorado, San Francisco, and Kentucky and putting 
together a background profile on Rebecca, a sorrowful 
and sordid story in itself. Gradually the saga of 
Rebecca and Aaron Stampler began to make sense. 

Harvey St Claire, with his baby cup in hand and a wad 
of tobacco in his cheek, settled back in a chair on his 
nightly visit to Abel and gave him all the details. 

‘We’ve managed to trace her back as far as high school. 
That was Denver, 1965,’ he began. ‘Her mother died 
when she was twelve, her father was regular Air Force. 
An NCO, rose up through the ranks, ultimately made 
captain. He was killed in a burglary in their apartment 
in early 1965. She vanished right after that. Accordin’ to 
a retired homicide detective named Ashcraft, she was a 
suspect - there were reports of sexual and physical abuse 
by the old man - but they couldn’t make anythin’ stick. 
The murder was never solved.’ 

‘How was he killed?’ Stenner mumbled. 

‘Stabbed to death. 

‘Not usually . .. burglar’s choice of weapons.’ 

St Claire nodded. ‘It was a messy job. I got the feelin’ 
talkin’ to Ashcraft that they deep-sixed the investigation 
because everyone assumed Rebecca did him but they 
couldn’t put a case together. Anyway, she popped up on 
the computer in San Francisco two years later - a dope 
bust in the Haight-Ashbury. Paid a menial fine, seventy- 
five bucks. Nothin’ else until she accepted a teachin’ job 
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in Crikside in 1970. Stampler was in the first grade then 
- that’s when she became his teacher and later mentor 
and finally lover.’ 

‘When was Stampler born?’ asked Stenner. 

‘Sixty-five, coincidentally the same year Rebecca’s 
father was killed and she took a hike. We went back over 
Tommy Goodman’s notes from his meetin’ with her - he 
went down there and talked to her when Vail was prepa¬ 
rin’ Stampler’s defence. She mentioned some drug prob¬ 
lems to him and there was somethin’ about living in a 
commune in New Mexico for awhile and teaching kids 
there, but we couldn’t put that together, most of those 
communes appeared and disappeared like sand gnats 
back in the late Eighties. And there’s no further arrest 
records on her - that we could uncover - so she’s litreally 
a cipher until she showed up in Crikside. What attracted 
her to the job was they didn’t ask for references. I assume 
Crikside was beggin’ and not too choosy. The state has no 
employment or health records on her, and social security 
didn’t turn up anythin’ on her until she went to work 
teachin’ school. Apparently they needed a teacher so bad 
they overlooked certain fundamentals, like a teaching 
certificate and a background check. The locals say she 
was a good teacher.’ 

‘Depends on what she was teaching,’ Stenner said. 

‘Well, she sure taught Stampler a few tricks you don’t 
normally learn in school, like Murder 101. Anyway, she 
taught there until 1991, then she just left. Boarded up 
this little house she owns one weekend and vanished into 
the night, just like in Denver. But interestingly enough, 
she paid her taxes every year by money order, so the 
house is still in her name.’ 

‘I missed the last act,’ said Stenner. ‘You think that’s 
where Stampler was heading when you caught up with 
him?’ 

‘He was ten miles from her house when we nailed 
him. You tell me.’ 
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As the weeks drifted by, the subject of Aaron Stampler 
took a backseat to the Edith Stoddard case. When Vail 
was not there, Venable stared at the blank TV screen or 
out of the window, thinking about the night she dis¬ 
covered the hidden closet in Delaney’s apartment, about 
the paraphernalia. About the gun. And she wondered 
whether Edith Stoddard was a victim or a willing partici¬ 
pant in the bizarre sexual games Delaney obviously liked 
to play. If Stoddard contended that she was victimized 
by the dead man, Venable could build a strong case in 
her favour. 

She sent notes to Stoddard, advising her not to discuss 
the case with anyone until Venable was back on her feet 
and able to discuss the case with her. Stoddard never 
answered the notes and refused to recant the confession 
she made to Shock Johnson. 

Shana Parver, with the assistance of Dermott Flaherty, 
continued to construct the murder one case against Edith 
Stoddard, whose arraignment had been postponed for a 
month because Jane Venable was in the hospital. Parver 
was the strategist, Flaherty the pragmatist. 

‘Venable will use the insanity defence,’ Flaherty 
guessed. 

‘It’s still premeditated murder,’ Shana snapped back. 

‘But extenuated. Venable will argue that she was a 
sexual victim of Delaney. That he kept her in sexual 
bondage. That her job was at stake. And then he cut 
her loose and she was mentally unstable because of her 
daughter and husband.’ 

‘We still have her confession,’ Parver countered. 

‘Which Venable will get thrown out. She was dis¬ 
traught, scared, anguished ...’ 

‘Oh blah, blah, blah,’ Parver said. 

Flaherty laughed. ‘C’mon,’ he said. ‘I’ll buy you 
dinner.’ 
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‘No, I’ll buy you dinner. I’m the primary on this case. 
And don’t let me order a martini.’ 

‘Oh, I don’t know,’ he laughed. ‘You get very lovable 
when you’re loaded.’ 

She cast a dubious glance at him. ‘I don’t have to be 
loaded to be lovable, Flay,’ she said. 

Trees trembled before a warm spring breeze as Vail drove 
along Lakeshore Drive. He stopped and bought several 
bunches of spring flowers from a street vendor before 
entering the hospital. Jane was sitting up in bed and 
Stenner, who could now get around with the help of a 
cane, was sitting across the room. 

‘I got my walking papers today,’ Stenner said. ‘They’re 
going to parole me an hour early so I can come to court 
in the morning.’ 

‘Nothing to see,’ Vail said. ‘We’re going to ask for a 
continuation of the arraignment until Jane’s well enough 
to go to court.’ 

‘That was thoughtful of you,’ Venable said. ‘Do I see 
signs of a crack in your armour?’ 

‘It was Shana’s idea,’ Vail said with a smile. ‘And I 
don’t see so much as a blemish in her armour.’ 

‘She’s a tough little cookie, Marty,’ Jane said. ‘You 
taught her well.’ 

‘I didn’t teach her anything,’ Vail laughed. ‘She was 
born tough. Wait’ll she gets John Wayne Darcy in court.’ 

‘How about Edith Stoddard?’ Jane asked. 

‘That’s between the two of you. I’m not involved in 
that one, thank God.’ 

‘You’re involved in everything that goes on in the DA’s 
office, Marty. Who are you trying to kid?’ 

‘I didn’t come here to talk business,’ Vail said. He 
handed her the bouquet of spring flowers. ‘I came to 
tamper with your affections.’ 

‘You can tamper with my affections anytime,’ she said 
and took the dead flowers from a vase on the table beside 
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the bed and dropped them in the wastebasket. Vail took 
the vase to the sink in the corner and filled it with water. 

‘I think I’ll go back to my room and spend a little 
time,’ Stenner said. ‘Been there four weeks. Be like leaving 
home. Goodnight.’ 

‘I’ll drop by and tuck you in,’ Vail said. 

‘My nurse takes care of that,’ Stenner responded brus¬ 
quely, walking as jauntily as he could from the room. 

‘I’m jealous of Abel,’ Venable said. ‘He’s going home 
and I have two more operations to go.’ 

Vail sat down beside her and ran a finger gently down 
the bandage on her face. ‘A few more weeks and it will 
all be behind us,’ he said gently. 

He stood up and walked to the window. 

‘Still have Stampler on your mind, don’t you?’ she said 
softly. 

‘You know,’ he said, ‘there was a moment there... 
there was a moment when... when it was a catharsis. 
For a minute or two I had the power of life and death 
over him. I had him in my sights. God knows, I wanted 
to kill him. I wanted to shoot him over and over again. 
A bullet for every one he butchered. The trigger had an 
eight-of-an-inch to go and I knew what he wanted, Janey, 
I knew he wanted me to put him down, to pull me down 
to his level. Then I saw the sign and eased off and let the 
devil have him.’ 

‘Well, it’s over, my dear,’ she said and patted the bed 
beside her. 

Maybe, he thought. And maybe it will never be over. 

The next morning, Shana Parver and Dermott Flaherty 
sat at the prosecutor’s table, prepared to ask for another 
continuance of the arraignment of Edith Stoddard. Vail, 
Naomi, and St Claire, accompanied by Abel Stenner, sat 
beside them in the first row. Edith Stoddard’s daughter, 
Angelica, sat on the opposite side of the courtroom, ner- 
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vously awaiting the hearing to start. She kept staring 
back at the entrance to the courtroom. 

At exactly 9 a.m., Judge Thelma McElroy, a handsome 
black woman whose glittering, intelligent eyes hid behind 
round, wire-rimmed glasses, entered the room. A fair 
judge, she was known for her stern, no-nonsense 
approach to the law. 

Edith Stoddard was led into the courtroom and took 
a seat at the defence table. She was drawn and thin. It 
was obvious her weeks in jail had worn her down. She 
folded her hands on the table and stared down at them. 

A moment later there was a rumble from the rear of 
the courtroom, and Vail turned to see what the com¬ 
motion was about. 

Jane Venable entered the courtroom in a wheelchair. 
She was resplendent in an emerald green silk business 
suit, her red hair pulled back in a tight bun, a black patch 
over her eye, the side of her face covered with a fresh 
bandage. 

She wheeled down the centre aisle, cast her good eye at 
Vail, smiled, and winked as she headed for the defendant’s 
table. Vail could not conceal his surprise. Shana Parver 
was even more surprised. She looked back at Vail, who 
just raised his eyebrows and shrugged. 

‘What the hell...’ he mumbled under his breath. 

‘I think we’re in trouble,’ Stenner said. 

‘We were in trouble when she took the case,’ Vail 
answered. 

Judge McElroy lowered her head and peered over her 
glasses at Venable. 

‘Well, Ms Venable, this is a surprise. Welcome back.’ 

‘Thank you, Your Honour,’ Venable answered. 

‘Are we ready to proceed?’ the judge asked. 

‘Quite,’ Venable answered. 

‘We were prepared to seek a postponement because of 
Ms Venable’s injuries. Your Honour ...’ 
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‘That won’t be necessary,’ Venable answered. ‘The 
defendant is prepared to answer the charges.’ 

‘The State is ready. Your Honour,’ Shana Parver stam¬ 
mered as Flaherty dug into his briefcase and began pulling 
out files. 

The judge looked down at her agenda sheet. 

‘This is an arraignment, correct?’ 

‘Yes,’ Parver answered. 

‘Any motions before we proceed?’ 

‘Your Honour,’ Venable began, ‘if it please the court, 
the defence asks that we be permitted to introduce one 
witness for the defence.’ 

‘Before we even start?’ the Judge said. 

‘We will seek bond for the defendant, Edith Stoddard, 
Your Honour. She has been incarcerated for almost two 
months without relief. We would seek permission for a 
character witness to appear in her behalf.’ 

‘Your Honour ...’ Parver began, but the judge raised 
her hand and cut her off. 

‘Just one minute, Counsellor,’ she said, and to Venable, 
‘who is this witness, Ms Venable?’ 

‘Her daughter, Angelica, Your Honour.’ 

‘Your Honour, this is highly irregular,’ Parver snapped 
back. ‘This is an arraignment. We are prepared to present 
grand jury findings supporting the state’s contention that 
Mrs Stoddard committed the offence of first-degree 
murder. There can be no bond.’ 

‘Your Honour, there are extenuating circumstances in 
this case,’ Venable countered. ‘My client has no previous 
criminal record. She was a valued executive secretary for 
years and has supported a daughter in college and a 
husband who is a paraplegic. Certainly the court and the 
prosecution can not object to hearing her daughter’s plea. 
Fifteen minutes, Your Honour, that’s all we ask?’ 

Judge McElroy leaned back in her chair and took off 
her glasses. 
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‘I assume the defence is prepared to enter a plea,’ she 
said, staring down at Venable. 

‘Yes, Your Honour.’ 

‘And you want to introduce this witness before the 
prosecution makes its presentments?’ 

‘I think it would be appropriate to do it now,’ Venable 
answered. 

‘Huh,’ McElroy said. She picked up a pencil and tapped 
the point on a pad for several seconds. ‘Well, I agree 
with the prosecution. It certainly is an unusual departure 
from normal procedure. On the other hand, I do not wish 
this court to appear without compassion. Ms Parver, I’m 
going to overrule your objection. Keep in mind there is no 
jury here. The question of bail rests with my discretion.’ 

Although she was angry, Parver realized it would be 
foolish to stir the judge’s wrath this early in the game. 

‘Yes, Your Honour,’ Parver said. 

‘Thank you. All right, the defence may call its witness,’ 
she said. 

‘Defence calls Angelica Stoddard.’ 

Angelica Stoddard was pale and nervous. Her hands were 
shaking as she took the oath and sat down in the witness 
box. Her eyes were fixed on Venable as she wheeled her 
chair to the front of the courtroom. Edith Stoddard stared 
suspiciously at Venable. 

‘Just relax,’ Venable said softly. ‘I know you’re nervous 
but this will only take a few minutes. Give your name, 
please.’ 

‘Angelica Stoddard.’ 

‘How old are you, Angelica?’ 

‘Twenty-one.’ 

‘And where do you reside?’ 

‘In Chalmers Dormitory. I attend Chicago University.’ 

‘And how long have you been attending college?’ 

‘Three years.’ 

‘What kind of grades do you make, Angelica?’ 
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‘I have a 3.2 going into my senior year.’ 

‘An A-student?’ 

‘Well, yes. I’ve made a couple of B’s, but mostly A’s.’ 
‘You have a scholarship, do you not?’ 

‘Yes. It pays tuition and books.’ 

‘And who pays your room and board?’ 

‘My mother.’ 

‘Mrs Edith Stoddard?’ 

‘Yes.’ 

‘What is your father’s name?’ 

‘Charles. Charles Stoddard.’ 

‘Is your father employed?’ 

‘No. My father is paralysed from the neck down.’ 
‘And he lives with your mother?’ 

‘Yes.’ 

‘So, your mother is the sole support of both you and 
your father, is that correct?’ 

‘Yes.’ 

‘And until recently, she worked at Delaney Enter¬ 
prises?’ 

‘Yes. Mister Delaney fired her.’ 

‘Who takes care of your father during the day?’ 

‘We had a nurse who was also our housekeeper. She 
came at eight in the morning and left at five.’ 

‘So your mother takes care of him from eight on?’ 
‘Yes. Except when she has to ... had to, work at night. 
Once or twice a week I went to the house when she had 
to work after five.’ 

‘So you both take care of him.’ 

‘Yes, but mainly my mom watches... watched over 
him.’ 

‘And have things changed since your mother’s arrest?’ 
‘Yes. Our nurse quit. The insurance wasn’t enough to 
cover her wages anyway.’ 

‘And do you take care of your father now?’ 

‘Yes. I dropped out of school and moved back to the 
house.’ 
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‘So when your mother lost her job, it changed your 
lifestyle radically, is that true?’ 

‘Yes.’ 

‘And this happened when your mother was arrested?’ 

Angelica nodded and stared down at her lap. ‘Doctor 
Saperstein - he’s my father’s doctor - says we should put 
him in a nursing home.’ She began to cry and dabbed at 
her eyes with a tissue. 

‘Can you afford that? I mean, if your insurance doesn’t 
cover the nurse, how could you afford a nursing home?’ 

‘I will... would get a job. Sell the house ...’ 

She stopped for a moment, stared down again, and 
seemed to gather her composure. Then she looked up 
and her expression had changed from sorrow to anger. 

‘It’s so unfair ...’ she said, then hesitated for a moment 
and looking straight at Edith Stoddard, her voice 
stronger and her eyes flashing, she said. ‘It’s unfair 
because my mother didn’t kill Delaney, I did! She con¬ 
fessed to protect me!’ 

The judge was jolted back in her chair. Venable seemed 
shocked. Edith Stoddard leapt to her feet. 

‘That’s a lie,’ she yelled. ‘She’s trying to protect me! I 
killed Delaney, I confessed to killing Delaney. The police 
have my confession on record. Stop this now!’ 

‘No, you stop it. Mama,’ Angelica yelled back. ‘I was 
the one he kept in bondage. Since I was eighteen. He held 
your job over my head. He threatened me ...’ 

The courtroom was in bedlam. Parver was on her feet. 

‘Objection, Your Honour, objection !’ 

Venable stammered: ‘Your Honour, I had no idea ...’ 

Naomi turned to Vail. ‘Holy shit!’ she whispered. But 
Vail did not answer. He stared at Venable with absolute 

‘It’s true,’ Angelica Stoddard screamed. ‘I went there 
that night to plead with him to give her job back and he 
forced me to . ..’ 

‘Objection, Your Honour’ Parver yelled. 
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McElroy slammed her gavel several times. ‘Quiet in 
this courtroom,’ she demanded, her eyes flashing with 
rage. ‘Quiet, NOW! Counsellors - in my chambers, now. 
This court is in recess.’ 

‘Excuse me, Your Honour; may we have ten minutes 
before you meet with the attorneys?’ Parver asked. 

Judge McElroy still flushed with ire, glanced at Ven¬ 
able. ‘All right, allll-rig^f,’ she snapped. ‘Fifteen minutes, 
ladies. Then I’ll see you both in chambers.’ 

She fled the bench. 

Vail looked across the room at Venable, who held her 
hands out at her side as if to say, ‘I’m just as confused as 
you are.’ Vail smiled at her and shook his head. 

Vail led Parver, Naomi, St Claire, Stenner, and Flaherty 
into a small holding office beside the courtroom. 

‘Okay,’ Shana,’ Vail said after pulling the door shut, 
‘now what’re you going to do? Punt or play?’ 

She looked him straight in the eyes and said, ‘I’ll be 
damned if I know. I can’t even figure out what the options 
are.’ 

‘Do you think Venable planned this, or is she just as 
surprised as we are?’ Naomi asked. 

‘I don’t think she planned it,’ Vail said. ‘But I think 
there’s a chance she knew it was going to happen.’ 

‘Shock defence,’ Flaherty said. 

‘Theatre of the law,’ Vail answered. 

‘You should know,’ Stenner said. ‘You pulled the same 
kind of stunt on Jane ten years ago.’ 

‘Maybe so, Abel,’ Shana agreed, ‘but who do we deal 
with? What’s your gut feeling? Which one of them did 
it?’ 

Stenner made a practical decision. ‘The mother did 
it. The other way is too convoluted.’ 

‘I say the mother,’ Flaherty said. ‘But I think the daugh¬ 
ter was involved with Delaney, just as she said she was 
on the stand, and the mother killed him to set her free. 
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All this can come out in discovery. I say we postpone the 
arraignment and go back to the drawing board.’ 

‘The daughter did it and the mother’s covering for her,’ 
St Claire said. ‘I don’t care how convoluted it is.’ 

‘I think Angelica did it,’ Parver agreed. 

‘I think Edith did it for a lot of reasons,’ Naomi said. 

‘They’re both giving the same story, both say the other 
one knew nothing about it, they have the same motive, 
the same opportunity, and neither one of them has an 
alibi,’ Stenner said. 

‘That’s ridiculous,’ said St Claire. ‘We got Stoddard’s 
fingerprints all over the weapon.’ 

Vail stared at the ceiling. ‘Why wouldn’t Stoddard’s 
fingerprints be all over the weapon, it’s her gun?’ he asked 
of nobody in particular. 

‘How about the bullets?’ Flaherty asked. 

‘Same story,’ Vail said. ‘It’s her gun. Naturally, she 
loaded it.’ 

‘And the daughter?’ asked Flaherty. ‘How about her 
prints?’ 

‘She’ll say she wore gloves,’ Shana said. ‘If she wants 
to stick with her story.’ 

‘Indict ’em both, see if we can break one of ’em down 
before we get to court,’ suggested St Claire. 

Vail laughed. ‘Oh sure, I can see that. What do you 
think the grand jury will say if we go back in there and 
tell ’em we want to indict two people because we’re not 
sure which one committed the crime?’ 

‘I think it’s a setup,’ said Stenner. ‘Either they were in 
it together or they’re confusing the issue now.’ 

‘Can we crack one story?’ said Flaherty. ‘Find a chink 
in Edith Stoddard’s story and see if the daughter stays 
with the wrong yarn?’ 

Shana Parver shifted uneasily in her chair. She stared 
down at the floor but said nothing. 

‘Okay, Parver,’ Vail said. ‘What’s bugging you? Out 
with it.’ 
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‘I think,’ she started, hesitated for a moment, then went 
on, ‘I think he deserved what he got no matter who shot 
him.’ 

That quieted the room down. They all looked at each 
other, then back at Shana. 

‘Let me ask you all something,’ said Vail. ‘Do any of 
you think Edith Stoddard would willingly have become 
involved in Delaney’s sex games?’ 

‘Why?’ Shana asked. 

‘Because that may be the key to this whole mess,’ Vail 
said. ‘Delaney shined to the daughter and dazzled her. 
Look, she’s a kid, all of a sudden she’s getting attention 
from her mother’s boss who is a big shot in town. He 
lures her in, the next thing you know he’s playing kinky 
sex games with her. She doesn’t tell anybody, certainly 
not her mother. Delaney was naked when he was hit. 
Supposing he was with the daughter and Edith Stoddard 
came in and caught them. She goes off the wall, pulls the 
gun, and drops Delaney. Then she hustles Angelica out 
of there, dumps the gun and splits. The next day during 
Johnson’s interrogation, she realizes she can’t buffalo the 
pros so she cops to the crime, says she lost it because 
Delaney got rid of her, and hopes it will end there. That 
way she protects her husband and her daughter.’ 

‘Pretty good scenario,’ Stenner said. 

‘Except we know the truth,’ said Flaherty. 

‘Do we?’ St Claire offered. ‘All we know is that Delaney 
was one sick son of a bitch and whoever whacked him 
knew about his closet full of goodies. Either way, he 
comes off in court as a greaseball and the ladies get the 
sympathy.’ 

‘Gonna be hard to get a unanimous decision on this,’ 
Naomi said. ‘If half the jurors are women, they’ll hang 
that jury up for ever.’ 

‘I think Naomi’s right,’ Vail said. ‘The question here 
is, what do we want. Do we want to put Edith or Angelica 
Stoddard away for the rest of their lives?’ 
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‘Compassion?’ Stenner said, eyeing Vail. 

‘Expedience,’ Flaherty offered. ‘I say make the best 
deal we can, otherwise she may walk.’ 

‘Shana?’ Vail said. ‘It’s your call.’ 

‘First-degree manslaughter. Ten to twenty.’ 

‘Venable won’t buy it,’ said Vail. ‘She’ll take her 
chances with the jury.’ 

‘You’re overlooking Edith Stoddard,’ said Shana. ‘She 
doesn’t want to go to trial. She sure as hell doesn’t want 
what happened in the courtroom this morning to be 
repeated. Her whole thing now is to protect her daughter 
and her husband.’ 

‘You think she’ 11 go for manslaughter one ? ’ Naomi asked. 

‘I think Janey wants her client to walk out of this 
courtroom a free woman,’ said Vail. 

‘So?’ Shana said. 

‘So, I think it’s time to make a deal,’ Vail said. 

‘And I think no matter what happens, justice is going 
to get another swift kick in the ass,’ Stenner said. 

And it was the first time anyone in the room ever saw 
him smile. 

‘What the hell are you pulling, Ms Venable?’ Judge 
McElroy asked, scowling across her desk at Venable. 

‘I swear, I had no idea she was going to say that,’ 
Venable answered. ‘She asked if she could be a character 
witness, to help her mother get bail.’ 

‘I certainly hope so. I don’t take kindly to lawyers who 
try to turn my courtroom into a carnival.’ Judge McElroy 
glared at her for a few seconds more. 

‘You have my word,’ Venable replied firmly. 

‘All right,’ McElroy said. ‘What are we going to do 
about this mess?’ 

‘I think that’s up to Ms Venable,’ Shana answered 
immediately. 

‘Me?’ Venable said. 

‘Yes,’ Parver said. ‘You can’t defend them both. That 
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means Angelica will have to get her own lawyer. Are you 
prepared in your defence to lay this off on Angelica 
Stoddard?’ 

‘What do you mean?’ Venable answered, her voice 
getting edgy. 

‘That’s the only way you can walk Edith out of here,’ 
said Parver. ‘Either we assume Edith Stoddard is guilty 
and try to work something out, or you’re going to have 
to convince your client that you should go after her own 
daughter. Only one of them’s guilty.’ 

‘Then we’ll go to the jury,’ Venable snapped. 

‘And wash all that dirty laundry in front of the press?’ 
Shana answered. ‘I don’t think so. We still have a con¬ 
fession, Counsellor. Your client hasn’t recanted that yet.’ 

‘No jury in the world will convict Edith Stoddard,’ 
Venable said. 

‘That isn’t the point, is it?’ Shana said. 

‘What is the point?’ 

‘We have a clear case of premeditated murder. We have 
a powerful civic leader who has a lot of friends in high 
places. The only way to break that down is to drag Edith 
through the mud, too. Think about it.’ 

McElroy leaned back in her chair, making a pyramid 
of her fingertips and leaning her chin on them. She 
smothered a smile. This Parver child was slick and tough, 
she thought. Inwardly, she admired both women. She 
stood finally. 

‘If you two will excuse me,’ she said, ‘I’m going to 
step outside for a few minutes. I would like to think that 
when I get back we can resolve this problem.’ 

She left the room. 

‘Okay, what are you offering?’ Venable said. 

‘Manslaughter one. Ten to twenty. She could be out in 
six or seven years.’ 

‘Not a chance. I’d be betraying my client. We’ll take 
second degree. Five to ten.’ 

‘I can’t do that.’ 
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‘What does Martin want?’ 

‘This is my case, not his.’ 

'‘He didn’t make a recommendation?’ 

‘Nope.’ 

Venable smiled. ‘What a guy,’ she said. 

‘We agree on that,’ Shana said, and finally smiled too. 

‘So - what’s the answer, Shana? We can wrap it up 
here and now.’ 

‘Your way?’ 

‘Hell, girl, you got me into this in the first place,’ 
Venable said with a smile. ‘I was perfectly happy sitting 
up in platinum city making a fortune. I think the question 
is, do you really want to go to trial on this?’ 

Shana Parver did not answer immediately. She stared 
at the ceiling, as Vail often did, thinking. Finally she said, 
‘How about a compromise? Plead her guilty to first- 
degree manslaughter if the judge will agree to five to 
twenty. She could be out in three years.’ 

‘Minimum security prison?’ 

‘I have no problem with that.’ 

Venable smiled and stuck out her hand. 

‘Deal,’ she said. ‘You’re a helluva lawyer, Shana.’ 

‘Look who’s talking.’ 

A few days after the arraignment, the governor of Ken¬ 
tucky ordered the state patrol to recover Stampler’s body 
from mine shaft number five. Spring rains had washed 
away the snow, feaving behind a muddy oasis in the 
forest with the gaping hole, like a bull’s-eye, in the centre 
of the timbers that covered the old lift shaft. A small 
crowd of Crikside residents stood in the periphery, 
watching with anticipation the way crowds will, 
although there was nothing much to see but a small crane 
with lights and a video camera that was lowered into the 
bowels of the Kentucky mountainside, and a half dozen 
state troopers staring at the video monitor. 

The mine shaft was empty. 
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